MT. LEBANON,

PENNSYLVANIA

RESOLUTION NO. R- 10- 22

A RESOLUTION OF MT. LEBANON, PENNSYLVANIA
ADOPTING MOBILIZING EFFORTS TO PROMOTE A
RESILIENT AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY

WHEREAS,

the Pennsylvania

Constitution,

Article I section 27, provides as follows:

The people have a right to clean air, pure water, and to the preservation
historic, and esthetic values of the environment.

of the natural, scenic,

Pennsylvania' s public natural resources are

the common property of all the people, including generations yet to come. As trustee of these
resources, the commonwealth shall conserve and maintain them for the benefit of all the
people."

WHEREAS, each community within the Commonwealth has a responsibility to provide for the longterm health, social well-being, and economic vitality of its environment and economy for current and future
residents, and the Municipality of Mt. Lebanon recognizes that climate change is one of the most critical
long- term challenges threatening the community; and
WHEREAS, there is scientific consensus regarding the reality of climate change, the threat to the
resilience of our communities, and the connection between human activity, especially the combustion of
fossil fuels that create greenhouse gases, and warming of the planet; and;

WHEREAS, conservative estimates by the world' s climate scientists state that, to achieve climate
stabilization

and avoid the worst effects of climate change, emissions

of greenhouse

gases must be brought to

net zero by 2050; and,
WHEREAS, a low carbon community is delivered through processes, strategies, practices, tools, and
institutional structures that promote collaboration between municipality, public, private, academic, and

nonprofit constituencies to develop and implement long-term, deep reductions in carbon emissions, and,
WHEREAS, local and regional solutions to address the long- term resilience of the community require
Climate Action Plans that address; sustainable mobility; improved energy generation and conservation;
improved building standards; water quality and efficiency standards; air quality standards, more efficient and

comprehensive waste -stream management; and various planning measures to help communities adapt to the
ever- changing impacts of climate change; and,

WHEREAS, Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania has a long tradition of innovation and leading on climate
issues and has consistently taken a forward-looking approach to implementing environmentally friendly
strategies related to its facilities and policies;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission of Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania

does

hereby incorporate the preambles to this resolution and declare its commitment to the conservation and
maintenance

of our environmental

resources

for current and future generations;

and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania is committed to addressing this

commitment by proactively striving for community -wide net -zero carbon emissions before 2050,
establishing interim emissions targets, methods for measurement, and implementing programs to support
community - wide efforts to achieve the same; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania shall continue to procure 100%

renewable energy for all municipal facilities in accordance with law through power purchase agreements and,
where deemed appropriate, the installation of on- site renewable power generation; and,

BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED

that Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania

shall endeavor to improve fleet fuel

efficiency standards to ensure that the municipal vehicle fleet remains in alignment with overall municipal
carbon emission reduction targets as determined in future Climate Action Plans; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania shall require that all non -cosmetic

municipal facility upgrades, that cost more than 5% of the value of the facility, include a minimum
improvement of 3%

in energy use efficiency where possible; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania shall by 2025, and every ten-year
period thereafter, in conjunction with updates to the municipal Comprehensive

Plan, conduct a review of the

current land use and zoning regulations and other policies that may exist or be formulated, specifically to

ensure that they reflect the most current solutions to reducing the carbon footprint of the built environment
and mitigate the worst impacts of climate change and to improve the overall sustainability of the built

environment within the jurisdiction of the municipality; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania will strive to utilize proxy carbon
pricing to account for emission projections in all municipal budgets by 2030 in order to include the lifecycle

costs of carbon emissions as it determines how to invest in the infrastructure and services provided by the
municipality; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipality shall undertake, or cause to be undertaken, a

community -wide Climate Action Plan no less frequently than once every decade. The Climate Action Plan
shall be coordinated with the appropriate Municipal Advisory Boards and include Municipal representatives

from Planning, Public Works, and others as the Municipal Manager or Commission deems appropriate,
stakeholders from across the community including residents and businesses, and external stakeholders and
regional experts.

The Climate Action Plans shall determine the Discount Rate and Statistic to be utilized for

the Social Cost of Carbon for the subsequent period by year. The Climate Action Plan shall be completed no
earlier than three years prior to a municipal comprehensive plan so that updated Climate Action Planning can

be fully incorporated into the comprehensive planning of the Municipality; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania is committed to adopting a Complete

Streets policy, in alignment with the Complete Streets Protocols and design guidelines as defined by Smart
Growth America, in order to improve community -wide mobility options, expand non -motorized travel
options, reduce reliance on single -occupancy modes of transportation, and provide mobility infrastructure

that benefits all residents and visitors through better connectivity and accessibility.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania shall, by 2025, create and present to
the Commission and appropriate Municipal Advisory Boards a biennial administrative review and
assessment process that measures community - wide current carbon emissions, reviews all carbon emission

reduction initiatives, programs or actions approved by Commission and assess the performance of efforts
against emission targets established in the Climate Action Plan; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania

affirms the need for the

understanding, participation, and support of the entire Mt. Lebanon community for all actions and initiatives

the municipality may adopt in response to the climate emergency. The municipality therefore commits to
support outreach, information and education for Mt. Lebanon residents and municipal staff on the urgency of
climate responses, reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, and the policies and strategies to advance

sustainability and resilience; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania shall continue to support and amplify

local climate mitigation and adaptation efforts and the work of local agencies and partners, including the Mt.
Lebanon School District, neighboring municipalities, the South Hills Area Council of Governments
SHACOG), Allegheny County, the Allegheny County Sanitary Authority ( ALCOSAN), the Congress of
Neighboring Communities ( CONNECT), Allegheny League of Municipalities ( ALOM), and other regional
agencies and associations as well as the region' s environmental member organizations and utility providers.

The municipality will support the development of community-based climate plans and programs with local
agencies and partners and with representation of those most affected by climate impacts.

ADOPTED this 12th day ofApril, 2022.
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Resolution

No. R- 10- 22

