
 
Minutes 

Mt Lebanon Historic Preservation Board 
Monday, July 20, 2015, 5 p.m. 

Mt Lebanon Municipal Building 
  

Attendance:  Michelle Zmijanac, vice chair; Anna Siefken, Ben 
Wetmore, Jim Martin, John Bendel, commission liaison; Susan 
Morgans, staff liaison, Absent: Jonathan Hill, Yvette Yescas, Joel 
Cluskey 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Vice Chair Michelle Zmijanac called the meeting 
to order at 5:07 p.m.  
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS There was no citizen comment. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES The June minutes were 
unanimously approved. 
 
LIAISON REPORTS 
Commissioner: Commissioner Bendel said the budget process is 
beginning  and that there is not a lot of money available for street 
rehabilitation. If brick streets are an HPB priority, the board needs to 
pay close attention. If the HPB wishes to request funding for historic 
district designation signs, the amount of that request will need to be 
included in the budget. 
 
Historical Society of Mount Lebanon: Gwyn Cready, representing 
the Historical Society, reported that the society received a Keystone 
grant of $50,000 and a Redevelopment Grant of $200,000 for the 
building renovation project. Total funds raised amount to $364,000, 
bringing the group just $120,000 short of the amount needed to begin 
the work. Architect Joel Cluskey has the drawing 99 percent fininshed. 
 
Ms Cready asked if the society could move forward with plans to raise 
funds by selling medallions to homeowners whose properties 
contribute to the National Register District. Ben Wetmore suggested 
the HPB and society agree on the design for the medallions/signs; the 
society could then move forward and the HPB could pursue funding for 
the signs later.  Ben noted that two color, cast aluminum medallions 



would wear well and be less expensive than bronze. He will refine and 
share the design with HPB members by August 15 for comment and 
then turn the design over to the historical society for review. John 
Bendel suggested that the HPB show the designs to the commission in 
the context of any request for funding. Ben would like to know what 
companies the historical society is considering for production of the 
signs.  Anna Siefken thanked Ben for his hard work on this project. 
 
Economic Development Council: Ben Wetmore said the historical 
society is mentioned in the recent show about Mt. Lebanon produced 
and aired on the PA Cable Network.  
 
Real Estate Agent Coffee: Michelle Zmijanac and Susan Morgans 
have set a date to meet with several realtors about the coffee.  Date will 
be announced at next meeting. This is a public information office 
project, not an HPB project, but someone from the HPB will be invited 
to speak. 
 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Virginia Manor: T & B Planning, the consultants, will get the first 
draft of the proposed design guidelines to the steering committee and 
HPB  by August 1 and the guidelines will be posted to the website by 
August 7. The public neighborhood meeting is scheduled for August 13 
at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  All  property owners will be 
invited by letter. The meeting will be videotaped and broadcast the 
following week. 
 
Walking Tour Application: Jim Martin is looking into “Field Trip” 
and has identified some historic houses that could be included, such as 
the Theo Dangelico house, the George Kennedy house and the Clark 
house at 776 Valleyview Road. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS There will be no meeting in August.  The next 
meeting is Monday, September 20, at 5 p .m. in the municipal building. 
 
ADJOURNMENT The meeting adjourned at 6:30.  

 


