
TO:  Mt. Lebanon Commission 
 
FROM: Stephen M. Feller, Manager 
 
DATE: September 4, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda – Regular Meeting – September 8, 2015 
   

Call to Order – Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag – Roll Call 
 

JB 1. Commission/Manager’s announcements: 
• Presentation by William Campbell, Treasurer, Southwest Section of PA  Chapter of 

American Planning Association, designating Clearview Common as one of the great 
public spaces in Pennsylvania 

• Commission President Bendel comments on Manager’s search 
• Summary of discussion session topics (Commission President Bendel) 
• Manager’s announcements 

 
JB 2. Citizens Comments. 
 
KF 3. Consideration of the minutes from the Regular Meeting held August 11, 2015. 

 
Recommended Action: Move to approve the minutes. 

 
DB 4. Public hearing on Ordinance (Bill No. 9-15) amending municipal park rules. 
 

This Ordinance amends the rules to prohibit smoking in any area of a park and public grounds 
facility posted with “No Smoking” signs or symbols.  The ordinance was introduced on August 
11, 2015. 
 
Recommended Action: Conduct the public hearing. 
 

SS 5. Consideration of Final Approval for the Asbury Heights Land Development Plan.  
 

On April 28, 2015, the Planning Board granted preliminary approval and recommended final 
approval of the Asbury Heights Land Development Plan subject to the Engineer’s review 
comments in a letter dated August 25, 2015. All engineering comments have been addressed. 
 
Asbury Heights, 700 Bower Hill Road, is requesting approval for a land development plan to 
add fifty (50) parking spaces in multiple locations throughout the Asbury Heights property. 
 
Recommended Action: Move to grant final approval of the Asbury Heights Land 
Development Plan. 

 
CV 6. Consideration of the Development Agreement with the United Methodist Services for the  
  Aging (“Asbury”), for the Asbury Heights Land Development Plan. 
 

In the previous agenda item, the Commission granted final approval for the Asbury Heights 
Land Development Plan. 

http://mtlebanon.org/DocumentCenter/View/11126


One of the requirements for final approval is the development agreement that addresses such 
issues as posting of an amenities bond or letter of credit for the required private improvements, 
submission of a cash deposit, and any other provisions or conditions that may be required by 
the municipality. 
 
Recommended Action:  Move to authorize the proper municipal officials to execute the 
Development Agreement with United Methodist Services for the Aging (“Asbury”), for the 
Asbury Heights Land Development Plan.  

 
KF 7. Consideration of parking restrictions on Academy Avenue. 
 

On October 13, 2013, the Commission voted to remove six parking spaces on Academy Avenue 
as recommended by the traffic engineer and traffic board.  They also asked that the decision be 
reevaluated in six months to determine the effectiveness. 
 
On July 8, 2014, the Commission again reviewed a traffic board recommendation that no 
change be made to the parking restriction.  The Commission asked that the item be studied and 
placed on the April 2015 traffic board agenda. 
 
On April 3, 2105, the traffic board reviewed this matter with the traffic engineer and police 
department.  Since implementation, there have been no crashes where the parking restrictions 
were implemented.  The traffic board recommends that the restrictions be made permanent. 
 
Recommended Action: Move to approve the traffic board recommendation. 

 
CV 8. Consideration to ratify approval of additional storm sewer work on Orchard Drive. 
 

Bids were requested in April of 2015 for repair of a collapsing storm sewer pipe approximately 
20 feet deep in the rear year of Orchard Drive.  The method of repair involves pipe bursting, 
and it is only completed by a small number of contractors.  At that time, no bids were received.  
The Municipality subsequently received a quote from State Pipe Services, Inc., in the amount 
of $37,000 to initiate the repair, not knowing the full scope of work required.  State Pipe 
initiated the work in August of 2015, and based upon conditions encountered, and as approved 
by the Manager and Municipal Engineer, the work was expanded to assure the integrity of the 
entire reach of pipe.  The cost of the additional work was $32,500, and the entire project will 
be paid from the storm sewer fund.  The work is now completed. 
 
Recommended Action: Move to approve Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $32,500 
to State Pipe Services, Inc., for storm sewer work on Orchard Drive, bringing the full value of 
the contracted work to $69,500. 

 
DB 9. Consideration of Re-approval for the Summit Pointe Plan of Lots #2 Subdivision Plan. 
 

This is a request for third re-approval for a subdivision plan. The plan received final approval 
from the Mt. Lebanon Commission conditioned on a Development Agreement being executed. 
 
The owner is also requesting a change to Parcel A to clarify that it is a separate parcel containing 
an easement for storm and sanitary sewers and for stormwater management purposes. 
Maintenance of this parcel will be the responsibility of the Homeowners Association once it is 
established. Maintenance prior to this time will be the responsibility of the developer. 



The applicant is requesting that the Commission reapprove and re-execute the subdivision plan 
so that it can be recorded. 
 
Recommended Action:  Move to grant re-approval of Summit Point Plan of Lots #2 
Subdivision Plan with the following previously attached condition that a Development 
Agreement must be executed. 

 
KF 10. Consideration of the Extension of Final Approval of a Land Development Plan for the  
  St. Clair Hospital Central Utility Building Land Development Plan. 
 

The Commission granted final approval for the St. Clair Hospital Central Utility Land 
Development Plan and associated Development Agreement on September 9, 2014. 

 
Section 514 of the Mt. Lebanon Code, Chapter XVI, Subdivision and Land Development, states 
that if construction of a land development which has been granted final is not initiated and 
diligently pursued within one year of the date of final approval, final approval shall expire 
immediately; provided however, that the Commission may grant a reasonable extension if a 
developer presents satisfactory evidence that difficulties have prevented the work from being 
initiated and/or diligently pursued.  
 
By letter dated August 20, 2015, St. Clair Hospital is requesting an 18-month extension for the 
St. Clair Hospital Central Utility Land Development Plan and associated Development 
Agreement. The hospital has recently acquired property at 1082 Bower Hill Road that is 
adjacent to the current campus and is currently reviewing the hospital’s Master Facility Plan to 
determine any impacts this may have on the proposed Central Utility Plant.  

 
Recommended Action:  Move to authorize the proper municipal officials to grant an 
extension of the deadline to initiate construction for the St. Clair Hospital Central Utility Land 
Development Plan to March 8, 2017.  

  
DB 11. Consideration of proposals for professional services from an executive search firm. 
 

Proposals were received on September 7, 2015 from firms to assist in the recruitment and 
screening of candidates for Municipal Manager.  The proposals have been reviewed by the 
Commission. 
 
Recommended Action: Move to authorize the proper municipal officials to accept the 
proposal of      (Name of Firm)    ,      (Location   . 
 

SS 12. Consideration for the award of the Lindendale Stream Bank Stabilization.  
 

Seven bids were received. This project involves the installation of a pre-fabricated retaining 
wall to support the road and protect it from stream erosion. An easement has also been obtained 
for the project. 
 
The Municipal Engineer has verified the bid as follows: 
 
 

 



Name of Bidder Bid Amount 

Niando Construction, Inc. $97,745.00 

R&B Contracting & Excavating, Inc. $149,090.00 

Creative Enterprises Corp. $152,400.00 

A. Merante Contractors $159,395.00 

Independent Enterprises, Inc. $236,210.00 

Rudzik Excavating, Inc. $243,000.00 

Gary Metzger Cement $250,064.00 
 

The Municipal Engineer has reviewed the bids and recommends the project be awarded. The 
Engineer’s Estimate for the project was $145,000, and budgeted funds exist to complete the 
work. 
 
Recommended Action:   Move to award the Lindendale Stream Bank Stabilization to 
Niando Construction, Inc., in the amount of $97,745. 

 
CV 13. Consideration to begin the process for a 2015 Bond Issue to refinance a portion of 2010  
  Bonds, Series A and B. 
 

The staff has proposed to begin the process to refinance a portion of the general obligation 
bonds of 2010, Series A and B.  As of September 1, 2015, there is $10,925,000 outstanding 
between the two series.  The refinancing would not exceed the bank qualified limit of 
$10,000,000. 
 
In order to maximize the savings of the refinancing, the municipality would like to approve a 
bond sale at the October 13, 2015 meeting.  PNC Capital Markets approached the municipality 
with a proposal to be the underwriter on the sale of the bonds at a rate of .025% lower than the 
2014 bond issue.  The municipality has also obtained a proposal from Grogan Graffam for bond 
counsel services.  Both firms have shown the capacity to fulfill the needs of the municipality 
through the bond issuance process.  In addition, they have been the underwriter and bond 
counsel on the recent Mt. Lebanon debt issuances. 
 
Recommended Action: Move to authorize the Municipal Manager to retain PNC Capital 
Markets for underwriting services and Grogan Graffam for bond counsel services in relation to 
the 2015 bond issue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SS 14. Consideration of an investment advisory agreement for the Mt. Lebanon defined benefit  
  pension plans. 
 

Mt. Lebanon’s defined benefit pension plans for police, fire and general employees’ are funded 
through municipal contributions, state contributions, employee contributions and investment 
earnings.  On a biennial basis, an actuarial report determines the amount of contributions needed 
from all sources, including investment earnings.  The Pension Investment Advisory Board 
(Board) oversees the investments within the pension plans and makes periodic 
recommendations.  The Board is recommending to change the current investment decision 
structure in order to maximize returns on investments. 

 
Current investment decisions are done through a consulting relationship with PFM Asset 
Management LLC.  Any recommendations for changes in investments and reallocations must 
be first approved by the Board before action may be taken.  The proposed change to the decision 
structure would allow an advisory firm to take action on investment decisions and reallocations 
without formal approval from the Board, i.e. discretionary management.  An advisory firm 
would assume fiduciary responsibility for the assets and would have to ensure that all decisions 
are in accordance with the pension plans Investment Policy Statement. Switching to a 
discretionary management arrangement will allow for better timing on investments and market 
trends as well as more access to investments. 
 
The Board issued a RFP on March 20, 2015.  After nine responses were received, an 
independent panel reviewed the RFPs and selected three advisory firms to interview.  On 
August 26, 2015, the Pension Investment Advisory Board recommended PFM Asset 
Management LLC to assume a discretionary management advisory role for the three Mt. 
Lebanon defined benefit plans.  The change to discretionary management will be re-evaluated 
in two years by the Board. 

 
Recommended Action: Move to authorize the proper municipal officials to enter into an 
investment advisory agreement with PFM Asset Management LLC for the Mt. Lebanon defined 
benefit pension plans. 

 
DB 15. Consideration of an archery deer hunt program. 
 

On July 14, 2015, the Commission authorized a contract for archery management services with 
White Buffalo, Inc.  Their activities included hunter selection, organization and training.  
Earlier tonight, the Commission was updated on the details of the final program including the 
background of the manager and hunters, number of public and private properties to be used, 
and safety procedures that will be utilized. 
 
Recommended Action: Move to authorize the proper municipal official to proceed with 
the archery management program. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



SS 16. Consideration to authorize application to the PA Game Commission for a political  
  subdivision permit. 
 

Recommended Action: Move to direct the municipal staff to apply to the PA Game 
Commission to remove deer using suppressed rifles with high-expansion ammunition. 

 
CV 17. Consideration to authorize the issuance of a Request for Proposal (RFP) for culling of  

deer utilizing sharpshooters to reduce deer-vehicle accidents, property damage, and 
nuisance complaints involving white-tailed deer. 
 
Recommended Action: Move to authorize the proper municipal officials to issue a RFP 
for deer culling services utilizing sharpshooters.  The RFP shall seek proposals that involve set-
up, management and supervision of the program and the culling of the deer. 

 
KF 18. Consideration of an invitation from the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) to  

submit a proposal to HSUS and the Dietrich W. Botstiber Foundation (DWBF) for 
funding to support a deer fertility control and sterilization project. 
 
Recommended Action: Move to authorize the proper municipal officials to submit a 
proposal to HSUS and DWBF for non-lethal deer management activities. 

 
JB 19. Adjournment. 
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