
 

 

TO:  Mt. Lebanon Commission 

 

FROM: Stephen M. Feller, Manager 

 

DATE: May 22, 2015 

 

SUBJECT: Agenda – Adjourned Meeting – May 26, 2015 

 

Call to Order – Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag – Roll Call 

 

JB 1. Recognition of Chief Coleman McDonough: 

 Senator Smith and Rep. Miller will present proclamations 

 Recognition by Commission President Bendel 

 

JB 2. Recognition of Glenn Wallace: 

 Senator Smith and Rep. Miller will present proclamation 

 

JB 3. Commission/Manager’s announcements: 

 Summary of discussion session topics (Commission President Bendel) 

 Manager’s announcements 

 Community highlights (Commission Vice President Fraasch) 

 

JB 4. Junior Commissioner Haley Silverman comments. 

 

JB 5. Citizens Comments. 

 

CV 6. Consideration of the minutes from the Regular Meeting held May 12, 2015. - passed 

 

Recommended Action: Move to approve the minutes. 

 

SS 7. Public hearing on Ordinance (Bill No 4-15) amending the Zoning Ordinance related to  

  the regulation of Wireless Communications Facilities. – Hearing Held 

 

The Ordinance would amend the current regulations by providing definitions; establishing 

certain general and specific standards relating to the location, placement, construction and 

maintenance of tower-based and non-tower based wireless communication facilities; providing 

further for the regulation of such facilities with in the public rights-of-way and outside the 

public rights-of-way and providing for the enforcement of such regulations 

 

On April 28, 2015, the Planning Board recommended approval of the Ordinance.  The 

ordinance was introduced May 12, 2015.  

 

Recommended Action:  JB 1.  Conduct the public hearing. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

http://mtlebanon.org/Archive.aspx?ADID=2385
http://mtlebanon.org/DocumentCenter/View/11009


 

 

KF 8. Consideration of Ordinance (Bill No. 6-15) amending the Municipal Code to allow the  

Volunteer Fire Company to eliminate the residency requirement for up to six former 

members who meet certain criteria. - passed 

 

On May 4, 2015, the Volunteer Fire Company voted to amend its by-laws to eliminate the 

residency requirement for up to a maximum of six former members who have met certain 

criteria, including: (1) have completed a minimum of two years of regular membership, (2) have 

obtained Firefighter II certification, (3) resides within 12 air miles of the public safety building, 

and (4) continues to meet all call and drill attendance requirements. 

 

The ordinance was introduced May 12, 2015. 

Recommended Action: Move to enact Ordinance (Bill No. 6-15). 

 

DB 9. Introduction of Ordinance (Bill No. 7-15) amending the Charter to change the number of  

  commissioners required to incur debt. - introduced 

 

On January 7, 2014, the Ad Hoc Home Rule Charter Study Committee recommended various 

changes to the Charter. 

 

Currently, a simple majority of the Commission is authorized to make decisions regarding 

expenditures, capital programs, budgets, and setting of tax rates.  However, the Charter requires 

a super majority of the Commission to make decisions regarding debt.  This ordinance would 

change the Charter regarding the number of commissioners required to incur debt to promote 

uniformity in financial decision making.   

 

The proposed ordinance would place the issue on the November 3, 2015 general election ballot. 

 

Recommended Action: DB 1.  Introduce Ordinance (Bill No. 7-15). 

    JB 2.  Set the public hearing for June 9, 2015.  

 

SS 10. Introduction of Ordinance (Bill No. 8-15) amending the Charter to change the advertising  

  requirements for debt. - introduced 

 

On January 7, 2014, the Ad Hoc Home Rule Charter Study Committee recommended various 

changes to the Charter.  Currently, the Charter requires two separate advertisings to incur debt, 

one between 15 and 30 days prior to incurring debt, and the other between seven and 15 days.  

These requirements are in excess of the requi3ements of the Local Government Unit Debt Act, 

which requires only one advertising three to 30 days before debt is incurred.  The Commission 

has found the dual advertising rule to be cumbersome and detrimental in that it limits the ability 

of the Municipality to take advantage of favorable market conditions, especially with respect to 

refinancing. 

 

This ordinance would require one advertisement seven to 30 days before debt is incurred. 

 

The proposed ordinance would place the issue on the November 3, 2015 general election ballot. 

 

Recommended Action: SS 1.  Introduce (Bill No. 8-15) 

    JB 2.  Set the public hearing for June 9, 2015. 

 

http://mtlebanon.org/DocumentCenter/View/11008
http://mtlebanon.org/DocumentCenter/View/11024
http://mtlebanon.org/DocumentCenter/View/11025


 

 

KF 11. Consideration of a petition by residents of Rosbury Place to improve their private street  

  and change the status to be a public street. - passed 

 

On November 24, 2014, the Commission approved a Private Street Policy.  The residents 

initiated the process by submitting a petition and deposit to pay for engineering costs.  The 

Commission then directed staff to prepare an initial review sufficient to obtain a preliminary 

cost estimate.  The Engineer has prepared preliminary plans and cost estimates, and the 

Municipal Manager has recommended the maximum level of financial contributions by the 

Municipality. 

 

Recommended Action: Move to (1) approve the recommendation that the street will 

qualify as a significant level of public use for a 75% municipal contribution for improvements 

to the physical cartway of the street, (2) direct the Solicitor and Engineer to prepare formal 

right-of-way and waiver documents and bid specifications, (3) ask that the property owners 

abutting the street formally indicate their willingness to pay the contribution, complete the 

appropriate waivers, convey the right-of-way and other legal acknowledgments contained in 

the private street policy.  

 

DB 12. Consideration of an award for Mt. Lebanon’s 2015-2016 property/casualty insurance  

  Program. - passed 

 

The non-employment-related insurances for the Municipality expire this month.  This includes 

property, equipment, crime, automobile, general liability, professional and umbrella coverage.  

The total expiring premium cost is $387,245. 

 

Baily Raabe and Associates (BR&A) was retained to review and market the coverages.  They 

provided independent risk management consulting services. 

 

Proposals were received from four Western Pennsylvania insurance brokers.  BR&A 

recommended that the Municipality retain the current program through the broker HDH Group 

and MRM Property & Liability Trust. The total premium for 2015-2016 is less than the current 

year, and the program provides opportunities for dividends. 

 

Recommended Action: Move to approve the placement of insurance for 2015-2016 with 

the MRM Property & Liability Trust insurance pool at a total premium of $352,471. (Note: 

Commissioner Silverman to abstain from voting.) 

 

CV 13. Appointments to the municipal boards. - passed 

 

  Recommended Action: Move to make the following appointments: 

 

   

Board Name Address Expiration 

Appeals Natalie Sheely 423 Carnegie Drive 3/31/19 

Library Jane Broeren 1360 Terrace Drive 3/31/17 

Pension Mark Flaherty 145 Altadena Drive 3/31/18 

Planning James Cannon 145 Main Entrance Drive 3/31/16 

 

 



 

 

DB 14. Confirmation of Director Appointment. - passed 

 

The Home Rule Charter gives the Municipal Manager the power and duty to appoint all 

municipal employees, except that Department Directors shall be hired with the consent of the 

Commission. 

 

Recommended Action: Move to consent to the Manager’s appointment Aaron Lauth as 

Police Chief. 

 

SS 15. Consideration of the expenditure list for April totaling $ 2,492,701.14. - passed 

 

Recommended Action: Move to approve the expenditure list for April totaling 

$2,492,701.14. 

 

CV 16. Departmental reports. - filed 

 

  Recommended Action: Ask that the reports be received and filed. 

 

JB 17. Adjournment. 

 

 


