
 

 

Mt. Lebanon Sports Advisory Board 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

November 6, 2014 – 8:00 p.m. 
 

Municipal Building Room 104C 
 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call  

 

Chris Curran called the meeting to order and Patrick Cannon called the roll. The meeting was 

attended by Board members Brian Auer, Dale Cable, Chris Curran, Scott Foor, Stacey Franklin, Dave 

Franklin, Don Gavett, Walt Henry, James Menegazzi, and Joy Pajak. The meeting was also attended 

by Commissioner John Bendel, Mt. Lebanon School District Athletic Director John Grogan, and Mt. 

Lebanon Recreation Program Manager Patrick Cannon.  

 

Chip Dalesandro, Dave Klasnick and Tim White were absent. 

 

2. Citizen Comments 

 

There were no citizen comments. 

 

3. Approval of the June 5, 2014 Meeting Minutes  

 

The minutes were approved as submitted. 

 

4. Turf Project Update 

 

Dennis Flynn, from Gateway Engineers, reported on the progress of the turf project. He announced 

Vasco Contracting was awarded the contract and mobilized on the site on October 20. Construction 

fencing and erosion and sediment controls were put in place.  The following week, the contractor 

removed the topsoil, performed a rough grade of the surface, and completed one stretch of the storm 

water drainage. In the following weeks, they will begin construction of the curb, fabric and nailer. The 

stone base will be laid afterwards, then the artificial turf and infill material will be installed.  He 

stressed that project completion is weather-dependent. The turf installation and concrete require a 

couple days of 40 degree and rising temperatures.  Following the turf installation, Mr. Flynn said 

grading and seeding will take place around the perimeter of the field. 

 

The Board discussed base anchor placements and tick mark placements for Wildcat and Middle 

Fields.  Mr. Franklin confirmed the anchors on Wildcat will be at 90’ and tick marks at 80’. Middle 

Field will have tick marks at 70’ and 60’ feet.  Mr. Auer asked if there will be 11-yard tick marks for 

soccer and Mr. Flynn confirmed. 

 



 

 

Mr. Flynn said the finish date is tentatively in mid-December.  He added that the worst case scenario, 

based on weather conditions, would be to lay the stone base down, and to complete the turf and infill 

installation in March of 2015. 

 

5. Field Cancellation Policy 

The concept of a field cancellation policy resulted from damage done to a field due to extensive use 

during severe rain.  On one particular weekend, there was an all-day lacrosse event played on a field, 

followed by soccer games played all day on the field the next day.  The Board said the field should 

have been closed to avoid the damage. 

 

The Board agreed the purpose of a policy is to protect the fields, and there should be specific closure 

criteria for each field, due to varying conditions.   

 

Mr. Bendel said although these are municipal and school district fields, it is appropriate for the sports 

associations to determine criteria for field use.   

 

Mr. Auer said some municipalities in surrounding communities take a conservative approach and will 

at times completely close fields when conditions warrant it. He suggested that if the municipality did 

not take on that role, then each sports organization could have a designated representative.  

 

Mrs. Franklin stressed the importance of educating the parents on the reasons why fields must be 

shut down. 

 

Mr. Franklin added there should be communication between the baseball and softball organizations to 

make a joint decision regarding field closures.   

 

It was suggested that instead of a new policy, stressing the importance of not playing when it may 

cause damage to the fields may be more appropriate. 

 

Mr. Bendel asked the Board if there was a roll the Municipality could play to better coordinate a 

central source of information and/or to help develop and publish field closure guidelines.   

 

LeboALERTS were suggested as a possible way to communicate closures. Mr. Grogan said it would 

be most effective for each sports association to send an email blast to their players when a field is 

closed.  

 

Mr. Franklin asked if there would be a new Public Works/Parks position.  Mr. Bendel responded that a 

new position (Parks, Buildings, & Grounds Coordinator) was included in the Manager’s 

Recommended Budget.  Mr. Franklin added that it would be beneficial to integrate this position into 

the field cancellation policy conversation. 

 



 

 

The Board agreed, aside from the one major weather event, the current procedures regarding field 

closures/game cancellations were adequate.  They added, during a game, the official is the only 

person who can stop play due to weather conditions. 

 

6. New Business- Naming Criteria for Recreation Facilities 

 

Mr. Bendel stated that a policy for naming recreation facilities was drafted in 2007, but currently there 

is no official policy or guidelines in place.  The Board discussed the draft policy. Mr. Curran stated 

that he thought the draft was a little repetitive.  Mr. Franklin stated there should be a waiting period 

between application and approval.  Mr. Franklin suggested that the policy be adjusted to reflect any 

changes to the field signage ordinance. He added that he doesn’t anticipate a great deal of interest 

from corporate sponsors.  

 

Based on the Board’s discussion, Mr. Bendel recapped the following consensus:  

1. The drafted policy should be more concise.   

2. The policy should be similar to the school district’s policy if possible. 

3. Include language in the policy to address corporate donations. 

 

Mr. Franklin said he thinks naming criteria is more of a Parks Advisory Board issue. 

 

7. Announcements 

 

There will be no meeting in December. 

 

8. Adjournment 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:53 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


