
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER 11, 2014 

OF THE MT. LEBANON COMMISSION 

 

The Commission of Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania, held a Regular Meeting that began at 8 p.m., on 

Tuesday, November 11, 2014, at the Municipal Building, 710 Washington Road.  President Kristen 

Linfante called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Manager 

Stephen M. Feller called the roll.  Present were Commissioners John Bendel, Dave Brumfield, 

Kelly Fraasch, Steve Silverman and Kristen Linfante.  Also present were Finance Director Andrew 

McCreery, Recreation Director Donnellan, Police Chief McDonough, Public Works Director 

Kelley, Inspections Officer Berkley, Planning Officer McGill, Business District Manager Milliron, 

and Senior/Online Editor Lilley.  Also present were Phil Weis of the solicitor’s office and Dan 

Deiseroth of the engineer’s office. 

 

Ms. Linfante announced that the item 14 pertaining to private streets was being removed from the 

agenda.  

 

MANAGER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mr. Feller stated that prior to tonight’s meeting, the Commission met in executive session and 

discussed contract and labor issues with the solicitor. The next adjourned meeting of the 

Commission is scheduled for November 24, 2014.  The third and final budget review session is 

scheduled for Thursday, November 13, at 6 p.m. in Conference Room C. 

 

Mr. Fraasch stated that a Veteran’s Day service was held at the memorial earlier today.  She also 

recognized the sixth grade class at Mellon Middle School, stating that each student does a tribute 

to a veteran. Two members of the class spoke about a veteran. 

 

Mr. Feller recognized Allstate Insurance for its role in partnering with the municipality and 

offering a vast array of programs and resources to assist the police department in its mission to 

keep Mt. Lebanon safe. 

 

Mr. Feller also stated that the community relations board will be hosting a forum tomorrow at 7 

p.m., on “Finding Help in Mt. Lebanon.” 

 

JUNIOR COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 

Nikola Ranick spoke about the canned food drive at the high school, the special education program, 

and the faculty members who are veterans.  

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

Marilyn Narey of 256 Baywood Avenue, a member of Lebo Residents for Effective Deer 

Management, submitted a petition with additional names, stating that a total of 1,200 signatures 

has been submitted on behalf of residents for effective deer management. 

 

Tom Chiappetta of 65 Sunnyhill Drive spoke in support of a deer management program.   
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Natalie Kukla of 385 Avon Drive read an e-mail she sent in May to the commissioners regarding 

deer, stating that she daily observes a deer herd of seven to 11 deer in her yard.  She supports the 

culling of deer. 

 

Mark Hamilton of 1316 Terrace Drive spoke in support of deer culling, stating that Upper St. Clair 

has had an effective deer management program the past 10 years, culling 1,400 deer.  He stated 

that throughout the 10 years of culling, there has not been one incident or accident.  He stated that 

75% of municipalities within Allegheny County manage their deer through culling. 

 

Elaine Gillen of 735 Vallevista Avenue spoke about the artificial turf on Wildcat/Middle fields.  

She also spoke about a deer she observed with an arrow in it near Bethel Park, and about culling 

in county parks. 

 

Donna Mulvihill of 917 Summer Place commented on the private street policy. 

 

Barbara Sollenberger of 120 Newburn Drive spoke against sharpshooters for managing deer.   

 

Carolyn Byham of 1440 Pueblo Drive stated that she along with several former commissioners 

were in attendance to ask that the commission support deer culling. 

 

Tom Stevenson of 666 Washington Road spoke in support of deer culling, stating there’s been a 

deer issue in the community for many years.   

 

John Daley of 65 Seneca Drive stated that when he was a commissioner, the commission voted to 

cull the deer.  He stated that he still supports deer culling.   

 

Barbara Logan of 838 Valleyview Road spoke in support of deer culling.  She also spoke about 

the garden tour, stating that it has raised $430,000 over the years for the library.   

 

Coleen Vuono of 31 Woodland Drive spoke in support of deer culling.   

 

Bill Hoon of 456 Coolidge Avenue spoke about hit and run accidents and pedestrian safety.  He 

didn’t believe there was a deer problem; he believed it was a gardener issue. 

 

Stacey Chick of 177 Sleepy Hollow Road indicated that if the number of deer are reduced, there 

will be a rebound effect.  She spoke against using sharpshooters and bow hunting in Mt. Lebanon.   

 

Rege McDonough of 1118 Cedar Boulevard believed the contractors working on the 

Middle/Wildcat fields were not following the municipal specifications.   

 

Dan Deiseroth provided the commission with a detailed explanation for each of the concerns raised 

by Mr. McDonough.  He also offered to meet with Mr. McConough and the Gateway inspector 

assigned to the project.  

 

Scott Watters of 426 Fruithurst Drive spoke about a report done by the USDA, supporting its 

findings, and stating sometimes it’s a necessity to shoot the deer. 
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Jim DelSole of 436 Fruithurst Drive spoke in support of deer culling.  He submitted pictures of 

deer in Mt. Lebanon.   

 

Nancy Elbaum of 201Pennsylvania Boulevard was against spending funds on deer culling to 

appease a certain segment of the community.   

 

Philip Cillo of 249 Atlanta Drive spoke in support of deer culling, asking that the venison be given 

to the food pantries.   

 

Lourdes Castellanos of 962 Summer Place stated that she is not a gardener, and she has a problem 

with deer feces in her yard.  She spoke in support of culling the deer. 

 

Karen Uhrin of 616 Kingsberry Circle stated that she is an avid gardener, and over the past 10 

years, the deer have been become a problem.  She spoke in support of managing the deer herd. 

 

Jeanne Hoeft of 986 Summer Place inquired about the trap and bolt method of managing deer.  Mr. 

Brumfield explained the procedure.  She also asked how long it would take to see a 50% reduction 

in incidents.  Mr. Bendel stated the goal would be achieved in five years. 

 

Joe Dimpero of 365 Parkway Drive submitted pictures of deer in his yard.  He stated that he has 

seen bucks running during the day, and because this is a walking community, he fears for the 

school kids.  He also spoke in support of deer culling with the sharpshooters, stating the program 

that was implemented before worked. 

 

Mary Larsen of 900 Washington Road spoke in support of deer culling. 

 

Euclid Noble of 304 Park Entrance Drive stated that he has a herd of deer in his yard.  He stated 

that his children had an encounter when a doe was being chased by a buck while walking to school.  

He believes the deer are a safety issue, especially since Mt. Lebanon is a walking community.  He 

believed it’s only a matter of time before a tragic event occurs in this community because of the 

deer overpopulation.   

 

Stephanie Mihalik of 250 Atlanta Avenue stated that there is a deer problem in Mt. Lebanon.  She 

supported culling and continued support to control the deer population. 

 

Fran McAuley of 245 Parkway Drive stated she is not a gardener, and she supports sharpshooters 

to deal with the deer population. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES  

FROM THE ADJOURNED MEETING HELD OCTOBER 27, 2014 

 

Mr. Bendel moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to approve the minutes.  The vote was called.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 
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PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE  

(BILL NO. 14-14) AMENDING THE 2014 BUDGET 
 

Mr. Silverman said the following adjustments are proposed: 

   

  

General Fund

Revenue:

PEMA reimbursement 55,950$                    

Dept. of Homeland Security grant 26,780                      

Earned Income Tax 155,000                    

Use of Fund Balance 604,750                    

842,480$                

Expenditures:

Emergency Management radio equip. 10,000$                    

Smoke detectors 26,780                      

Public Works roof replacement 20,000                      

Rock salt and chemicals for snow removal 180,000                    

Recylcing cans for parks 10,000                      

Bird park and Twin Hills trail signs 3,500                        

Deer management 68,000                      

HARB Ordinance consultant 25,000                      

Invasive Species enhancement 42,000                      

Firing range improvements 23,000                      

Robb Hollow improvements 60,000                      

Transfer to Capital Projects Fund 374,200                    

842,480$                

Capital Projects Fund

Revenue:

ARLE grant for Washington Rd crosswalk 65,100$                    

Wildcat/Middle Field Turf Project Non-Municipal Contributions 250,000                    

Debt Proceeds 1,752,840                 

Transfer from General Fund 374,200                    

2,442,140$             

Expenditures:

Wildcat/Middle Field Turf Project Unassigned Portion 162,600$                  

Wildcat/Middle Field Turf Project Non-Municipal Share 250,000                    

Longuevue storm sewer 739,810                    

Marlin Mapleton storm sewer 655,000                    

Public Safety Center façade improvements 200,000                    

Municipal roof replacement 135,530                    

Private streets - municipal share 68,000                      

School zone signage 35,000                      

Traffic pedestrian upgrades 107,650                    

Bond issuance fees 23,450                      

Fund Balance 65,100                      

2,442,140$             

Sewage Fund

Revenue:

Sewage fee revenue 125,000$                  

125,000$                

Expenditures:

Sewage collection expenses 125,000$                  

125,000$                 
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Ms. Linfante declared the public hearing open. 

 

Stacey Chick of 177 Sleepy Hollow Road spoke against amending the budget to allocate funding 

for deer management if the program involved killing deer. 

 

Jeanne Hoeft of 986 Summer Place spoke about deer management.  She also submitted written 

requests from other residents regarding deer management. 

 

Dennis Narey of 256 Baywood Avenue spoke in support of using sharpshooters to control the deer 

population.  He also supported processing the venison for the food bank.  He said the deer situation 

has affected the quality of life in Mt. Lebanon.   

 

Michalina Pendzick of 121 Longuevue Drive spoke in support of deer management.  She submitted 

written statements from other residents who supported sharpshooters as a means to control the deer 

population. 

 

Dorothy Sherwood of 63 Moffett Street spoke in support of culling the deer and using 

sharpshooters. 

 

Margaret Hooton of 350 Jefferson Drive spoke in support of allocating funds to control deer in the 

community, favoring the use of sharpshooters. 

 

Barbara Sollenberger of 120 Newburn Drive supported educating the public on growing plants 

that deer don’t like as well as deer sterilization.   

 

Because there were no further comments, Ms. Linfante declared the public hearing closed. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2015 MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED  

BUDGET AND THE PROPOSED TAX RATE FOR THE YEAR 2015 

 

Mr. Brumfield said the Manager’s 2015 Recommended Budget, prepared pursuant to the Home 

Rule Charter, was submitted to the Commission November 1, 2014.  Residents may inspect the 

budget during normal business hours at 710 Washington Road (Municipal Building) and at the 

library. The Recommended Budget is also available on Mt. Lebanon’s website at 

www.mtlebanon.org. 

 

Tonight citizens have the opportunity to provide written and oral comments and suggestions 

regarding the budget and tax rate for 2015. The tax rate is proposed to remain at 4.51 mills. The 

public will also have an opportunity on December 9, 2014 to comment on the Commission’s 

proposed adjustments to the Manager’s Recommended Budget.   

 

Ms. Linfante declared the public hearing opened.  

 

Kevin McGinty, a member of the board of directors of Mt. Lebanon Village, stated that this is a 

non-profit organization run by volunteers that reaches out to seniors in assisting them to be able to 

stay in their homes.  He asked that the commission budget $10,000 for Mt. Lebanon Village.  Mr. 

McGinty also submitted a business plan and operating budget to the commission. 

http://www.mtlebanon.org/
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Joan Shinavski, another member of the board of directors of Mt. Lebanon Village, stated that Mt. 

Lebanon Village is a unique resource in that it helps seniors remain in their homes, and also it is a 

volunteer-based program that helps build the ties that make Mt. Lebanon unique. 

 

 Because there were no further comments, Ms. Linfante declared the public hearing closed. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 18-14) 

 CONCERNING THE MUNICIPALITY’S 2015 BUDGET 

 

Ms. Fraasch said the Commission held a scheduled budget work session to review the budget on 

Monday, November 3 and Tuesday, November 4.  An additional budget work session will be held 

on Thursday, November 13.  A public hearing was just held to comment on the Manager’s 2015 

recommended budget.  A second public hearing is scheduled on December 9, regarding any 

Commission revisions to the manager’s recommended budget.  The 2015 budget ordinance is 

scheduled for consideration at the December 9, 2014 meeting. 

 

Ordinance (Bill No. 18-14) was introduced. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 19-14) 

 FIXING THE TAX RATE FOR THE YEAR 2015 

 

Mr. Brumfield said the municipality will be reaffirming its tax rate in accordance with the adopted 

budget.  The tax rate for general purposes is currently 4.51 mills.  The tax shall continue in force 

for each successive calendar year without annual reenactment unless the tax is subsequently 

changed. 

 

Ordinance (Bill No. 19-14) was introduced. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 15-14)  

AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE TO REGULATE CHICKENS 

 

Ms. Fraasch said the Ordinance permits the keeping of chickens within any residential district as 

an accessory use and establishes standards for the number of chickens, location and other related 

requirements. 

 

On October 28, 2014, the Planning Board recommended approval of the Ordinance. 

 

Ordinance (Bill No. 15-14) was introduced, and the public hearing was set for November 24, 2014. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 16-14) AMENDING  

THE ZONING ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE KEEPING OF BEES 

 

Mr. Bendel said the Ordinance would permit the keeping of bees within any residential district as 

an accessory use and establishes standards for the number of hives, location, definitions and other 

related requirements.   

 

On October 28, 2014, the Planning Board recommended approval of the Ordinance.  
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Ordinance (Bill No. 16-14) was introduced, and the public hearing was set for November 24, 2014. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 17-14) AMENDING THE  

ZONING ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE KEEPING OF ANIMALS 

 

Mr. Silverman said the Ordinance would permit the keeping of animals within any residential 

district as an accessory use for non-commercial purposes and establishes minimum lot size, 

location and other related requirements. 

 

On October 28, 2014, the Planning Board recommended approval of the Ordinance.  

 

Ordinance (Bill No. 17-14) was introduced, and the public hearing was set for November 24, 2014.

  

PUBLIC HEARING FOR RESOLUTION NO. R-19-14 FOR  

THE TRANSFER OF A LIQUOR LICENSE TO EASTWYNN THEATERS, INC. 

 

Mr. Silverman said state law allows liquor licenses to be transferred between establishments in 

different municipalities. Prior to submitting the license transfer to the Liquor Control Board, the 

municipality into which the license is being transferred must hold a public hearing and act on the 

transfer. 

 

Eastwynn Theaters, Inc. has a lease for property located at 1500 Washington Road and is seeking 

to transfer a liquor license to their movie theater at this location. Eastwynn Theaters, Inc. has 

requested a hearing before the Commission for approval of the transfer of a liquor license. 

 

The public hearing was set for November 24, 2014. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF A CONDITIONAL USE REQUEST BY THE  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MOUNT LEBANON TO PROVIDE A  

HISTORY CENTER FOR A PROPERTY LOCATED AT 794 WASHINGTON ROAD 

 

Ms. Fraasch said the Historical Society is requesting conditional use approval for a property 

located at 794 Washington Road.  The property is zoned R-4 Single-family Residential District 

with an OB-Office Boutique Overlay. The Zoning Ordinance identifies Public and Semi-Public 

Uses as a conditional use in the R-4 District. The Historical Society has a lease/purchase agreement 

with the Municipality for the property and intends to use the property as a History Center.  The 

Planning Board voted to recommended approval of the conditional use request on October 28, 

2014. 

 

The Conditional Use request was introduced, and the public hearing was set for Monday, 

November 24, 2014. 
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CONSIDERATION OF A LABOR AGREEMENT  

WITH THE UNITED POLICE SOCIETY OF MT. LEBANON 

 

Mr. Bendel said this agreement is for the period beginning January 1, 2014 through December 31, 

2017.  The provisions are consistent with the Act 111 binding arbitration award approved on 

August 22, 2014.  Some of the major provisions include: 

 

 Effective 1/1/14 across the board wage increase 2.5% 

 Effective 1/1/15 across the board wage increase 2.5% 

 Effective 1/1/16 across the board wage increase 2.75% 

 Effective 1/1/17 across the board wage increase 2.75% 

 Employee pension contributions of 4% until 1/1/17, after which it may be increased to 

4.5%  

 Employee health insurance contribution may increase from 10% of the total premium to 

11% effective December 31, 2017 

 

Mr. Bendel moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to authorize the proper municipal officials to execute 

the labor agreement.  The vote was called. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 p.m. 


