
 

MINUTES OF THE ADJOURNED MEETING SEPTEMBER 22, 2014 

OF THE MT. LEBANON COMMISSION 

 

The Commission of Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania, held an Adjourned Meeting that began at 8 p.m., 

on Monday, September 22, 2014, at the Municipal Building, 710 Washington Road.  President 

Kristen Linfante called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

Manager Stephen M. Feller called the roll.  Present were Commissioners John Bendel, Dave 

Brumfield, Kelly Fraasch, and Kristen Linfante.  Commissioner Steve Silverman was not present.  

Also present were Finance Director Andrew McCreery, Police Chief McDonough, Public Works 

Director Kelley, Recreation Director Donnellan, Inspections Officer Berkley, and Public 

Information Officer Susan Morgans.  Also present were Phil Weis of the solicitor’s office and Dan 

Deiseroth of the engineer’s office. 

 

PRESENTATION OF A PROCLAMATION  

BY COUNTY COUNCILWOMAN SUE MEANS 
 

County Councilwoman Sue Means presented a proclamation to Mt. Lebanon regarding its Banner 

Community status award, the Sustainable Pennsylvania award, and the National Main Street 

community designation. 

 

MANAGER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mr. Feller stated that prior to tonight’s meeting, the Commission met in executive session and 

discussed tax appeals, a labor issue, and a pending Commonwealth Court case with the solicitor.  

Following tonight’s meeting, the Commission will go back into discussion session to talk about 

two unfinished items, stormwater planning and private streets.  The next regular meeting of the 

Commission is scheduled for October 14, 2014. 

 

Mr. Feller recognized Serve2Cure, a non-profit organization with a goal to raise awareness and 

funds for cancer research and support through tennis.  Serve2Cure completed its fourth annual 

tennis tournament at the Mt. Lebanon Center, and after three tournaments, the group was able to 

donate $30,000 to the American Cancer Society and $16,000 to Gilda’s Club of Western 

Pennsylvania.  

 

JUNIOR COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 

Nikola Ranick thanked the commission for the opportunity to be Junior Commissioner.  He spoke 

about the construction progress at the high school, the tight parking condition presently at the high 

school, and activities of various clubs at the school.     

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

Martha Grunewald of 135 Longuevue Drive spoke in support of deer management.  She expressed 

concern with safety and health issues associated with deer.  She stated that she had an encounter 

with a buck while she was walking her dog, and witnessed two bucks fighting with each other.  

 

Donna Mulvihill of 917 Summer Place thanked the commission for assigning funds for private 

streets.  She also asked that a traffic study be conducted on Summer Place.    
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Ken Szefi of 501 Austin Avenue spoke in support of the municipality assuming ownership and 

maintenance responsibility for the private portion of Summer Place. 

 

Elaine Gillen of 735 Vallevista Avenue spoke about the public information office.  She also asked 

that Bill Callahan of the historic preservation board resign his position, stating he doesn’t separate 

his professional duties from his volunteer position.  She also asked that the chairperson of the 

environmental sustainability board resign, stating the chairperson made negative comments about 

Ms. Gillen.  She also requested a detailed report of a meeting between Gateway and the DEP on 

the Wildcat turf project.   

 

Mr. Feller stated that if Ms. Gillen feels she is not receiving information from the public 

information office, to contact him. 

 

Mr. Bendel stated that he has found Bill Callahan to be a man of high integrity.  His contribution 

to the historic preservation board has been invaluable, and he would not ask for his resignation.  

Mr. Brumfield stated that Mr. Callahan hasn’t done anything wrong in his professional or volunteer 

positions.  Ms. Linfante stated that Ms. Gillen has asked for several resignations over the years, 

including her resignation.  She stated that it appears that when Ms. Gillen doesn’t share the view 

of someone, she wants their resignation. 

 

Mr. Brumfield stated that if a report is generated regarding the meeting between Gateway and the 

DEP, he’ll provide a copy to Ms. Gillen. 

 

Rodger Duffy of 120 Markham Drive spoke in support of deer management, stating it’s something 

that needs to be built into the annual budget.  He spoke about various encounters with deer, and 

stated he no longer can enjoy his yard because of the deer.  

 

Barbara Sollenberger of 120 Newburn Drive spoke about pay as you throw and the negative impact 

of this program.  She also spoke against the use of sharpshooters to manage the deer population.      

 

Margie Cohen of 468 Greenhurst Drive spoke in support of six-foot shadowbox fences.   

 

Dan Hyslop, union president of the police department, spoke about pension benefits, believing an 

error occurred regarding the survivor spouse/sibling benefits. 

 

Heather Heidelbaugh of 141 Woodhaven Drive stated that the community has a deer problem.  She 

had concerns that the community could be sued by those who have an accident involving deer.     

 

Kimberly Schevtchuk read a letter from Stacy Chick of 177 Sleepy Hollow Road regarding deer. 

 

Kimberly Schevtchuk of 519 Lyndhurst Drive spoke about artificial turf.   

 

Noah Halper of 767 Lebanon Avenue spoke about the school’s athletic field lights being turned 

on early in the morning for football practice.  He believed this was a violation of the municipal 

code.  Mr. Feller stated that the municipality does not have time requirements on lights or the use 

of school fields.   
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David Manchester of 373 Atlanta Drive stated that something has to be done with the deer.  He 

said that his small son can no longer play in their yard because of the deer.  

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES  

FROM THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 9, 2014 

 

Mr. Bendel moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to approve the minutes.  The vote was called.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 11-14)  

AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE REGARDING FENCE DESIGN 

 

Ms. Fraasch said a Shadowbox Fence is one where the boards are placed on either side of the fence 

rail, spaced so they block vision but still allow airflow through the fence. 

 

The Ordinance permits a Shadowbox Fence up to six feet in height in all districts. The Ordinance 

currently allows this type up fence up to four feet in height. 

  

On July 22, 2014, the Planning Board recommended that the Ordinance not be approved and that 

the amendment be considered as part of a comprehensive review and update of the Zoning 

Ordinance that is proposed for 2015. 

 

This ordinance was introduced August 25, 2014. 

 

Ms. Linfante declared the public hearing opened. 

 

Kimberly Schevtchuk of 519 Lyndhurst Drive stated that shadowbox fences should be considered 

as a deer management tool.  She stated that instead of culling, residents should be permitted to 

erect six-foot shadowbox fencing.   

 

Ms. Linfante stated that the chief of police believes that shadowbox fencing is a safety issue.  

Additionally, Ms. Linfante stated that shadowbox fencing was esthetically unbecoming.   

 

Keith McGill, Municipal Planner, read a letter dated July 23, 2014 that went to the commission 

rega rding the planning board’s recommendation to not approve shadowbox fencing.  He also read 

a letter from Planning Board Chairman Rick Sabeh dated July 24, 2014, reinforcing the 

recommendation not to approve shadowbox fencing, adding that the current zoning ordinance 

allows for six-foot fencing and four-foot shadowbox fencing.  Mr. McGill also read an e-mail from 

Chief McDonough which stated that six-foot high, solid fences would impede an officer from 

being able to see into a yard, which could result in an increase in criminal activity.     

 

Mr. McGill stated that the planning board will be undergoing a comprehensive review of the 

Zoning Ordinance in 2015, and that shadowbox fencing would be included in this review. 
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Ms. Fraasch asked about the procedure for residents who currently have six-foot high shadowbox 

fencing.  Mr. McGill stated that there are some non-conforming fences, and if the fence is replaced, 

the resident may do so in kind.  He explained that if a resident has a six-foot high shadowbox fence 

or solid fence on one side of a rear yard, and the other two sides are six-foot high picket fences, 

they may not extend the solid fence to the other two sides.   

 

Ms. Fraasch asked if there were any safety issues with the existing properties that have six-foot 

high solid fencing.  Chief McDonough stated that the officers cannot see into the yards, and from 

a crime prevention perspective, it’s problematic.   

 

Norma Raith of 106 Markham Drive stated that the area where she lives is heavily populated with 

deer.  She asked that when the planning board reviews the zoning ordinance, she wanted the board 

to take these areas into consideration.   

 

Because there were no further comments, Ms. Linfante declared the public hearing closed.  
 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 12-14)  

AMENDING THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE WITH  

RESPECT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY BOARD 

 

Ms. Fraasch said the ordinance deletes the references to school board appointments.  This 

ordinance was introduced September 9, 2014.  Ms. Fraasch moved and Mr. Bendel seconded to 

enact Ordinance (Bill No. 12-14).  The vote was called.  The motion carried.  

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 13-14) ADOPTING  

INTEREST, PENALTIES AND A SCHEDULE OF ATTORNEY  

FEES IN CONNECTION WITH THE COLLECTION OF TAXES,  

TAX CLAIMS, TAX LIENS, MUNICIPAL CLAIMS, AND MUNICIPAL LIENS 

 

Mr. Brumfield said this ordinance updates the fees that may be collected for unpaid taxes, tax 

claims, tax liens, municipal claims and municipal liens.  This ordinance was introduced on 

September 9, 2014. 

 

Mr. Brumfield moved and Mr. Bendel seconded to enact Ordinance (Bill No. 13-14).  The vote 

was called.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND AUTHORITIES. 

 

Mr. Bendel moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to make the following appointments: 

 

1. Joseph Horter of 24 Lebanon Hills Drive to the Zoning Hearing Board as an alternate 

to fill an unexpired term ending March 31, 2015. 

 

2. Coleen Vuono of 31 Woodland Drive to the Planning Board to fill an unexpired term 

ending March 31, 2016. 

 

The vote was called.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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CONSIDERATION OF THE EXPENDITURE 

LIST FOR AUGUST TOTALING $3,879,609.27 

 

Mr. Brumfield moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to approve the expenditure list for August 

totaling $3,879,609.27.  The vote was called.  Mr. Bendel stated that because his son is employed 

as a part-time employee at the tennis center, he was abstaining from voting.  The motion carried 

with three votes and one abstention. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

 

Mr. Bendel asked that the reports be received and filed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:51 p.m. 


