
 

MINUTES OF THE AJOURNED MEETING AUGUST 25, 2014 

OF THE MT. LEBANON COMMISSION 

 

The Commission of Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania, held an Adjourned Meeting that began at 8 p.m., 

on Monday, August 25, 2014, at the Municipal Building, 710 Washington Road.  President Kristen 

Linfante called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Manager 

Stephen M. Feller called the roll.  Present were Commissioners John Bendel, Kelly Fraasch, Steve 

Silverman, and Kristen Linfante.  Commissioner Dave Brumfield was not present.  Also present 

were Finance Director Andrew McCreery, Police Chief McDonough, Fire Chief Sohyda, Public 

Works Director Kelley, Planning Officer McGill, Inspections Officer Berkley, Business Districts 

Officer Milliron, Assistant to the Manager Cross, and Public Information Officer Susan Morgans.  

Also present were Phil Weis of the solicitor’s office and Matt Bagaley of the engineer’s office. 

 

MANAGER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mr. Feller stated that prior to tonight’s meeting, the Commission met in executive session and 

discussed labor negotiations with labor counsel, appointments to boards and authorities, and other 

legal issues with the solicitor.  Following tonight’s meeting, the Commission will go back into 

discussion session to review the remaining items on the agenda that were not addressed.  The next 

regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled for September 9, 2014. 

 

Mr. Feller recognized Doug Satterfield, who is one of the owners of Rollier’s Hardware, stating 

that it has become a key anchor store in the commercial district, and is known regionally for its 

extensive selection and outstanding customer service.       

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

Elaine Gillen of 735 Vallevista Avenue spoke about the environmental sustainability board, e-mail 

accounts for board and authority members, the status of the artificial turf bids, and deer 

management. 

 

Margie Cohen of 468 Greenhurst Drive spoke about her experience advocating before the planning 

board to change the zoning ordinance to allow 6 ft. high shadowbox fencing.  She also spoke about 

a letter that Planner McGill read into the record at the meeting, as well as a telephone conversation 

she had earlier about this issue with Chief McDonough.  

 

Chief McDonough stated that he told Ms. Cohen that from a crime prevention perspective, the 

shorter or see-through variety fencing permits police officers to view residences in a normal course 

of their proactive patrol duties.  If an officer observes suspicious activity or a suspicious individual 

near a home, they can dismount from their vehicle and confront the individual.  If the planning 

board approves higher fences that officers can no longer see beyond, the officers’ ability to monitor 

homes during routine activities will be hampered. 

 

Mr. McGill encouraged the commission to listen to the audio version of the planning board meeting 

to hear what actually transpired. He stated that some of Ms. Cohen’s statements were a 

mischaracterization of what he actually said.  He also said that the statement that he read to the 

planning board was given to the Commission.   
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Barbara Szefi of 501 Austin Avenue spoke in support of making Summer Place a public street. 

 

Yvette Yescas of 1243 Arrowood Drive, member of the historic preservation board, asked that the 

Commission support funding consultant to develop design standards necessary for a historic and 

architecture review board pilot program in Virginia Manor.   

 

Phil Pollice of 830 Valleyview Road and Susan Bicket of 736 Valleyview Road spoke in support 

of developing a historic and architecture review board for Virginia Manor, stating the program 

would help sustain value, preservation of architecture integrity, and would assist in maintaining 

the charm of the neighborhood.   

 

David Egler of 121 Poplar Drive stated he supports repairing bricks on brick streets when possible, 

but if the roadway is in poor condition, then he agrees with the use of asphalt.  He also spoke about 

animal regulations, stating that there should be control over cats.  He also spoke about the 

unassigned fund balance and Moody’s rating.  

 

Cindy Roth of 902 Summer Place spoke in support of making Summer Place a publicly maintained 

street. 

 

Barbara Sollenberger of 120 Newburn Drive spoke against artificial turf and the use of guns for 

deer management.     

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES  

FROM THE REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 12, 2014 

 

Mr. Bendel moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to approve the minutes.  The vote was called.  The 

motion was carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 8-14) REQUIRING  

PERMITS FOR ANY CONSTRUCTION OR DEVELOPMENT;  

PROVIDING FOR ISSUANCE OF SUCH PERMITS; SETTING FORTH 

CERTAIN MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION 

 AND DEVELOPMENT WITHIN AREAS OF THE MUNICIPALITY  

WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO FLOODING; AND ESTABLISHING  

PENALTIES FOR ANY PERSONS WHO FAIL, OR REFUSE TO COMPLY 

WITH, THE REQUIREMENTS OR PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE 

 

Mr. Silverman said that prior to September 26, 2014, communities are required to adopt floodplain 

management regulations that meet the standards of the NFIP regulations. The ordinance as 

proposed meets these requirements and is recommended by the Planning Board.  The ordinance 

was introduced July 28, 2014. 

 

Ms. Linfante declared the public hearing opened. 

 

Elaine Gillen of 735 Vallevista Avenue inquired about the ordinance.  Mr. Weis stated that 

communities are required to adopt floodplain legislation to comply with NFIP guidelines. Mr. 

McGill explained that FEMA is updating its guidelines for floodplains. He stated that each 
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municipality is responsible for enacting an ordinance to comply with the new guidelines.  If an 

area falls within the designated floodplain, the property would be required to meet the requirements 

of the floodplain ordinance.  

 

Because there were no further comments, Ms. Linfante declared the public hearing closed. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 11-14)  

AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE REGARDING FENCE DESIGN 
 

Ms. Fraasch said that a Shadowbox Fence is one where the boards are placed on either side of the 

fence rail, spaced so they block vision but still allow airflow through the fence. 

 

The Ordinance permits a Shadowbox Fence up to six feet in height in all districts. The Ordinance 

currently allows this type of fence up to four feet in height. 

  

On July 22, 2014, the Planning Board recommended that the Ordinance not be approved and that 

the amendment be considered as part of a comprehensive review and update of the Zoning 

Ordinance that is proposed for 2015. 

 

Ordinance (Bill No. 11-14) was introduced, and the public hearing was set for September 22, 2014.

  

CONSIDERATION OF BIDS RECEIVED BY SHACOG PURCHASING  

ALLIANCE TO SUPPLY ROCK SALT FOR THE 2014-2015 WINTER SEASON 

 

Mr. Bendel said SHACOG has received bids to furnish rock salt for the coming winter season.  

The sole bidder is Cargill, Inc., at a price of $79.29 per ton.  This is an increase of $21.77 per ton 

or 37.8% above last winter’s price.  Although the price per ton is substantially more than last year’s 

price, it is very competitive with other bids in the region.   

 

Mr. Bendel moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to accept the bid for rock salt of $79.29 per ton as 

submitted to SHACOG by Cargill, Inc., and authorize proper municipal officials to execute the 

contract.  The vote was called.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF AN APPOINTMENT TO  

THE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY BOARD 

 

Ms. Fraasch moved and Mr. Bendel seconded to appoint Michael Kurosky of 233 Sleepy Hollow 

Road to a term on the board ending March 31, 2017.  The vote was called.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE EXPENDITURE  

LIST FOR JULY TOTALING $5,022,687.45 
 

Mr. Silverman moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to approve the expenditure list for July totaling 

$5,022,687.45.  The vote was called.  Mr. Bendel stated that because his son is employed as a part-

time employee at the tennis center, he was abstaining from voting.  The motion carried with three 

votes and one abstention. 
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

 

Mr. Bendel asked that the reports be received and filed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 


