
 

 

Minutes 

Mt Lebanon Historic Preservation Board 

Monday August 18, 2014. 5 p.m. 

Mt Lebanon Municipal Building 

  

Attendance:  Yvette Yescas, chair; Joel Cluskey, vice-chair, Bill Callahan, Michelle 

Zmijanac, Jim Martin, Anna Siefken, Ben Wetmore, John Bendel, commission liaison; 

Susan Morgans, staff liaison; Gwyn Cready, historical society 

  

Call to Order: Chair Yvette Yescas called meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. 

 

Citizen Comment: Master gardeners Janice Seigle, Country Club Drive, and 

Nancy Smith, Avon Drive, presented a plan drawn up by Gateway Engineers 

landscape architect with their input for the planting of 15 highly visible beds, most 

of which are in the proposed National Register district.  The up front cost of 

planting the beds, which will beautify and unify the look of the entries to 

subdivisions, is $35,000. This will be a request for increased service level in the 

Public Works budget. There are 15 more beds that would still need planting and 

maintenance, and it is hoped those could be addressed in coming years.  Smaller 

beds would continue to be planted and maintained by volunteers.  They asked for 

the historic preservation board’s support.  Bill Callahan noted that the board needs 

to look at its own priorities before committing to supporting specific budget issues.  

The board will look at various budget issues that touch on historic preservation and 

Yvette Yescas or her appointee will speak at the budget hearing in November.  Joel 

Cluskey thanks Ms. Seigle and Ms. Smith for their presentation. 

 

Consideration of Minutes: the June minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

Chair’s Report:  Yvette Yescas reported that former HPB chair Wally 

Workmaster was honored by the Commission for his contributions.  She also 

reported that the Commission passed an ordinance granting the historical society a 

long-term lease on the for tax office property.  

 

Yvette said that contrary to the hopes of the board and Rae Avenue residents, the 

commission voted to resurface Rae in asphalt at the conclusion of the sewer project 

rather than rebuild with brick. Rae Avenue was a special issue, as it was not part of 

the regular street reconstruction program.   

 

Jim Martin suggested that the HPB encourage the Commission to revisit and refine 

the brick replacement policy.   

 

Commissioner Bender, who favors retaining brick whenever possible, cautioned 

that cost will always be a consideration. 

 



Anna Siefken noted that brick can be better environmentally and suggested that the 

municipality needs to have a more holistic conversation about brick. 

 

The board would like to see Gateway’s August 6 memo on Rae Avenue containing 

cost comparisons. 

 

Commission Liaison Reports: John Bendel said that the funding request for a 

consultant to aid in the creation of a Virginia Manor historic district is on the list of 

things the 2014 fund balance might be used for. Bill Callahan says that all the 

Commissioners seem to favor the idea, but there are varying levels of support 

because there are many needs.   

 

Staff Liaison Report Susan Morgans reported that the permit application that 

would allow construction on the turf project has been “lost,” somewhere between 

the DEP and the PHMC.  The PHMC needs to comment on the permit for any 

construction involving federal or state funds in areas that could be eligible for 

National Register Status.  He noted that when and if his office receives the 

application, there should be no problem—the park contains non-conforming 

resources and there would be no impact on any historic structures.  He is working 

with the municipality and the DEP to identify what is holding things up.  

 

New Business  

 

Castle Shannon Boulevard:  PennDOT representatives discuss the state’s plan to 

resurface Castle Shannon Boulevard in asphalt, replace the curbs, add ramps and 

additional drainage, put bike-safe grates in place and upgrade the traffic signal at 

Scott Road.  This sort of project requires an attempt to avoid, mitigate or minimize 

the impact on historic surroundings.  Some of their suggestions for meeting these 

criteria were to 1) leave the part in the historic district brick and resurface the rest, 

2) provide a consultant to work with the municipality to develop a brick street 

policy 3) remove and stockpile the yellow brick for future Mt. Lebanon use on 

residential streets.  In addition to seeking information from the HPB, PennDOT 

also will have a public meeting, probably in early November, to seek input from 

residents. Michelle Zmijanac is going to ask to have it at Southminster Church. 

 

John Bendel wants to look into how other communities with brick streets have 

dealt with this issue. 

 

Joel Cluskey would like to see the option of repairing the bricks considered. 

 

Bill Callahan asked them to think of the broader public value rather than just the 

transportation aspect. 

 

Anna Sieken moved and Michelle Zmijanac seconded that: “the board put together 

a written statement that suggests that the project be evaluated further, that they 

would not necessarily support paving and would like to fully explore other 



alternatives, including repair. The motion passed 6-0 with Bill Callahan abstaining 

because of his work role with the state. 

 

Other Business: 

 

At the next meeting, the board will see Bill Callahan’s presentation on historic 

districts. The board also needs to discuss signage recommendations for 

neighborhood within the National Register District and plan a meeting for owners 

of income producing properties and realtors regarding tax credits. 

 

  Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 7:45. Next meeting is Monday, Sept. 15 at       

5 p.m. in the municipal building.  
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