
 

Minutes 

Mt Lebanon Historic Preservation Board 

Monday May 19, 2014. 5 p.m. 

Mt Lebanon Municipal Building 

  

Attendance:  Yvette Yescas, chair; Joel Cluskey, vice-chair, Bill Callahan, Michelle 

Zmijanac, Jim Martin, Anna Siefken, John Bendel, commission liaison; Susan Morgans, 

staff liaison.  

  

Call to Order: Chair Yvette Yescas called meeting to order at 5:10 p.m. 

 

Citizen Comment: There was no citizen comment.   

 

Consideration of Minutes: February minutes were approved with one correction. 

 

Election of Officers: Bill Callahan moved and Michelle Zmijanac seconded a 

motion that the board retain the same officers for the coming year.  Yvette Yescas 

and Joel Cluskey agreed to continue. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Chair’s Report:  Yvette Yescas asked if anyone from the board (with the 

exception of Bill Callahan, who will be there in his official PHMC capacity) would 

could attend the historic preservation board meeting in Harrisburg June 10 when 

our nomination to the National Register will be submitted.  Michelle Zmijanac 

volunteered to go and speak on behalf of the board. State Sen. Matt Smith also will 

attend the meeting.  We have already submitted letters of support; however, Susan 

Morgans will draft a letter on behalf of the Commission and get it to John Bendel 

for approval by Friday.  

 

Commission Liaison Reports: John Bendel was pleased with the commission’s 

reaction to the proposed Virginia Manor historic district and also with the 

neighborhood meeting at Bower Hill Church.  He noted that if a consultant is 

required to help create the district, we will need to find funding, as there is nothing 

in the budget for it now. Funding could be available in 2015; John has requested 

$25,000.  If that is the case, the RFP for the consultant could be prepared and sent 

out now and the consultant be ready to go in January.  John would prefer to get a 

smaller amount—perhaps $5000—in start-up funding now, which would cover the 

preliminary work with residents; however, this can’t happen unless he is sure the 

remaining cost would be available in 2015 

 

Bill Callahan pointed out that the Virginia Manor historic district will be a template 

to be followed by other subdivisions that may wish to be so designated.  Cost of 

developing an ordinance for other parts of town would be cheaper, as the 

framework would be established. He said he feels strongly that the government 

should pay for this; residents should not have to “chip in.” 

 



Staff Liaison Report Susan Morgans passed out informational binders to new 

members and asked all to review the materials and be sure to return then when they 

leave the board. 

 

Continuing Business  

 

National Register:  Once the designation is received, the next step should be 

putting together a training session for owners of income-producing properties to 

encourage them to take advantage of the tax credit. 

 

Susan Morgans suggested that we should have some sort of a public celebration 

that will attract media attention when we receive the designation.  

 

John Bendel commented that the realtors will like the designation and should be 

notified. 

 

Joel Cluskey would like the maps delineating the district to be on display 

somewhere, perhaps in the first-floor “gallery” or in the second floor lobby. 

 

Bill Callahan would like to thank Laura Ricketts in some way, as he knows she did 

a lot of “volunteer work,” going beyond what she was paid, to produce such a well-

written nomination.  

 

Other Business: 

 

Flower Beds: Yvette asked the board to look at flower beds in historic district.  

Perhaps board could ask Commission for more funding for these areas.  John 

Bendel said the commission recently approved providing water hookups  for a 

number of prominent beds.  

 

Historical Society:  The Society has requested a regular presence at HPB 

meetings.  Yvette will tell them they are always welcome and request that they 

make a formal quarterly presentation. 

 

Economic Development Council: Joel Cluskey reported that the RFP for the 

complex at the T station has been issued. 

 

Future Meetings:  The National Register nomination and next steps will be a topic 

of the June meeting.  The July meeting is cancelled.  Bill Callahan will give his 

presentation at the August meeting. 

 

Michelle Zmijanac and Bill Callahan will not be at June 16 meeting.  

 

  Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 6:30. Next meeting is June 16 at 6 p.m.  
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