
 

 

Mt. Lebanon Sports Advisory Board 

Meeting Minutes 

January 9, 2014 - 8:00 p.m. 

Municipal Building Room 104C 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

Chris Curran called the meeting to order. David Donnellan called the roll. 
 
The meeting was attended by Board members Brian Auer, Chris Curran, Chip 
Dalesandro, Scott Foor, Stacey Franklin, Dave Franklin, Walt Henry and James 
Menegazzi. 
 
The meeting was also attended by Commissioner John Bendel and Recreation 
Director David Donnellan. 
 
Dale Cable, Dave Klasnick, Joy Pajak, Anna Murphy and Tim White were absent. 
 

2. Election of Officers 

David Donnellan announced that Anna Murphy will not be returning to serve on 
the board as the Secretary.  The board decided to maintain its current Chair (Tim 
White) and Vice Chair (Chris Curran) and leave the secretary position vacant.  
 

3. Citizen Comments 

There were no citizen comments. 

4. Approval of the November 7, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

The minutes were approved as submitted. 

5. Turf Project Update 

Dave Franklin updated the board on the turf project planned at Middle and 
Wildcat Fields. He indicated that the Turf Project Task Force was working with 
Gateway Engineers and a landscape architect, JT Sauer. He reported that Mr. 
Sauer agreed with the budget estimates for the project, and provided the group 
with a lot of information on turf. 
 



 

 

He indicated that fund raising was underway and the following commitments for 
the project were made:  Gateway Engineers ($4,000.00), baseball association 
($25,000), football association ($5,000.00).  
 
Mr. Franklin reported that he met with Audrey Bode from the Mt. Lebanon 
Community Endowment to discuss establishing a ‘Turf Project Fund’ account. He 
said the Endowment is a 501(c)(3) organization and can create an account for 
tax exempt contributions to the project, and will perform all of the administrative 
work.  Mr. Franklin said the Endowment charges a small fee for this service and 
involving the Endowment will add a level of comfort for the contributors. Mr. 
Franklin said the donations will be non-refundable, and that there will be a 
contingency in the agreement which will list a secondary purpose for the 
donations in the event that the turf project does not come to fruition. The funds 
would then be reallocated to another recreation project in the community 
designated by the committee. 
 
Mr. Franklin indicated there would be a web page to facilitate online donations to 
the project. 
 
Mr. Bendel encouraged Mr. Franklin to have the agreement reviewed by the 
Solicitor. 
 
Mrs. Franklin suggested that the ability to add lights to the field in the future be 
considered in the scope of the project. It was agreed that this option will be 
explored. 
 
Mr. Bendel suggested the board consider hiring an individual who has 
experience and knowledge regarding fundraising.  Mr. Donnellan said the 
municipality has a grant/revenue consultant, Katherine Heart, who has offered 
her services to the turf taskforce.  She can solicit donations from funding sources 
and will write grants, as directed by the taskforce. 
 
It was suggested that it would be important for potential donors to see that the 
sports associations had made a donation to the project first, before making a 
donation themselves. 
 

6. Field Sign Sponsorship Program Update 

There was no update on this item. 

7. Potential Capital Projects 

David Donnellan reviewed a list of potential capital projects for the board’s 
consideration. The list included projects the board had recommended last year, 
as well as current recreation projects from the Capital Improvement Program. 
 



 

 

Mr. Bendel reminded the board that a surplus in the municipal budget can be 
used to fund capital improvement projects.  He said the Commission may start to 
consider potential projects for funding in April.  He suggested the board start 
discussing how best to use these funds. 
 

8. New Business 

The board discussed the benefits of having a universal background clearance 
system for volunteers that would be acceptable for all of the sports organizations 
and for the municipality. This would decrease costs and alleviate the need for an 
individual to apply for a separate background check with each organization. 
 
Mr. Donnellan asked any board member whose term expires in 2014 to inform 
him in writing if they wish to continue serving on the board, or if they do not 
intend to return. 
 

9. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

10. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 9:23 p.m. 

 


