
 

MINUTES OF THE ADJOURNED MEETING NOVEMBER 25, 2013 

OF THE MT. LEBANON COMMISSION 

 

The Commission of Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania, held an Adjourned Meeting that began at 8 P.M., 

on Monday, November 25, 2013, at the Municipal Building, 710 Washington Road. President 

Kluck called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Manager 

Stephen M. Feller called the roll. Present were Commissioners John Bendel, Dave Brumfield, 

Kelly Fraasch, Kristen Linfante, and Matt Kluck. Also present were Chief of Police 

McDonough, Public Works Director Kelley, Recreation Director Donnellan, Finance Director 

McCreery, Fire Chief Sohyda, Planning Officer McGill, IT Officer Schalles, Commercial 

District Officer Milliron, Assistant to the Manager Cross, Public Information Officer Morgans, 

and Inspections Officer Berkley. Also present were Phil Weis of the solicitor’s office and Matt 

Bagaley of the engineer’s office. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

Bill Hoon of 456 Coolidge Avenue spoke about vehicle and pedestrian traffic on Washington 

Road.  He also spoke about deer. 

 

Dianne Wainwright of 210 Catalpa Avenue spoke in support of placing artificial turf on 

Wildcat/Middle fields. 

 

Doug Descalzi of 805 N. Meadowcroft Avenue spoke in support of developing a policy for 

recreational investments.   Mr. Bendel noted that the Sports Advisory Board was established to 

review the recreational needs of the community, and they determined that an artificial turf field 

was needed. 

 

Elaine Gillen of 735 Vallevista Avenue spoke against artificial turf. 

 

Jeff Iovino of 1231 Arrowood Drive, member of the Mt. Lebanon Lacrosse Board, spoke in 

support of artificial turf on the Wildcat/Middle fields.  

 

Dave Franklin of 739 Pinetree Road spoke in support of placing artificial turf on the field.   

 

Jim Cannon of 1306 Craigview Drive spoke against placing artificial turf on a Wildcat/Middle 

fields. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES FROM  

THE REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 12, 2013 

 

Ms. Fraasch moved and Ms. Linfante seconded to approve the minutes. The vote was called. The 

motion passed unanimously.  
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REPORT BY JUNIOR COMMISSIONER MIRA SHENOUDA 

 

Ms. Shenouda spoke about the new swimming pool and wrestling facility that officially opened 

at the school.  She also spoke about a project where homerooms sponsor a person in need.  She 

also spoke about the band concert on December 3, the orchestra concert on December 5, the 

holiday show on December 12, and the December 18 deadline for community service hours for 

the Honor Society. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 15-13)  

ESTABLISHING COMPENSATION FOR EMPLOYEES FOR 2014 

 

Mr. Bendel said this ordinance establishes the pay rates and levels for employees, including 

those covered by collective bargaining for 2014.  It also sets hours of work and overtime, 

longevity and fringe benefits. 

 

Ordinance (Bill No. 15-13) was introduced. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 16-13) AMENDING THE 2013 BUDGET 
 

Mr. Brumfield said the following adjustments are proposed: 

 

   

GENERAL FUND

Revenue:

Use of fund balance 282,700$                  

Total 282,700$                

Expenditure:

Trail mapping 2,700$                      

Spalding Circle bench 5,000                        

Operating transfer out - capital fund 275,000                    

Total 282,700$                

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND

Revenue:

Intergovernmental Revenue 1,124,000$               

Use of Bond Proceeds 124,255                    

Operating transfer in - general fund 275,000                    

Total 1,523,255$             

Expenditure:

Sidewalk installations 100,000$                  

Washington Road crosswalk 63,000                      

Robb Hollow Property 124,255                    

Gilkeson/Cedar property acquisition 112,000                    

Cochran/Beverly Signal Upgrades 1,124,000                 

Total 1,523,255$              
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PARKING FUND

Revenue:

Meter and Permit Revenue 165,000                    

Use of fund balance 254,000                    

Total 419,000$                

Expenditure:

South garage improvements 339,000$                  

North garage improvements 80,000                      

Total 419,000$                

 
Ordinance (Bill No. 16-13) was introduced, and the public hearing and schedule of consideration 

set for  December 10, 2013. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 17-13)  

AMENDING THE MT. LEBANON CODE, CHAPTER IV, PART 4,  

AMENDMENTS MADE IN THE 2009 INTERNATIONAL  

FIRE CODE, REGARDING FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS REPORTING 
 

Ms. Fraasch said this ordinance requires records of all system inspections, tests, and maintenance 

required by the Fire Code to be provided to the fire department, by the company performing the 

inspections and maintenance, via the fire department’s third-party inspection reporting system, 

Brycer, LLC. 

 

Ordinance (Bill No. 17-13) was introduced. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-18-13 ADOPTING A 2013  

EDITION OF THE EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN OF MT. LEBANON 

 

Ms. Linfante moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to adopt Resolution No. R-18-13.  The vote was 

called.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-19-13  

AMENDING THE MT. LEBANON FLEXIBLE BENEFIT PLAN 

 

Mr. Brumfield said the IRS has recently allowed unused amounts up to $500 to be carried over to 

the next plan year in a Health Care Flexible Spending Plan.  This Resolution incorporates that 

change into the Mt. Lebanon plan. 

 

Mr. Brumfield moved and Mr. Bendel seconded to adopt Resolution No. R-19-13.  The vote was 

called.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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CONSIDERATION TO ASSIGN FUNDS FOR ATHLETIC FIELD IMPROVEMENTS 

 

Mr. Bendel said the Commission would like to establish a process for funding field 

enhancements at Middle/Wildcat field.  The project scope and opinion of cost was prepared by 

the Municipal Engineer and involves the installation of artificial turf covering the entire field 

surface, including the infields and outfields.  The Commission prefers to install a turf product 

with organic infill. 

 

The Municipality will establish a team led by the Recreation Director with representation from 

the School District, Gateway Engineering and representatives from the Sports Advisory Board.  

The team will: 

 

 Create a strategy for field use and fee structure to cover the annual field use fee 

 Develop a strategy for funding the initial non-municipal share 

 Draft a maintenance agreement with the School District 

 Develop a list of turf vendors, including those offering organic infill 

 Create an RFP schedule with construction targeted to begin by August 1, 2014 

 Present recommendations to the Sports Advisory Board (SAB) and Commission by 

February 11, 2014 

  

In total, the Commission intends to allocate $750,000 in municipal funds for the turf project, 

including $637,400 by action at tonight’s meeting.  The remaining $112,600 will be considered 

in a separate motion at a future Commission meeting. 

 

Mr. Bendel moved and Mr. Brumfield seconded to:  (a) Remove the assignment of $137,400 

from the Brafferton project and transfer it for field enhancements, and (b) Assign $500,000 from 

the unassigned fund balance for field enhancements.   

 

Ms. Fraasch stated that she supports eco-turf, but not other artificial turf products.  She also 

stated that she supports two other projects that she feels are priorities over this project, so she 

would be voting no. 

 

Mr. Brumfield said he supports eco-turf as well.  He also believes the turf project is a priority 

project.  He added that recreation is very important to a community, and often essential when 

people are searching for a house.  The placement of turf on a field will be one more community 

asset for prospective residents. 

 

Mr. Bendel concurred with Mr. Brumfield, adding that the artificial turf proposal was developed 

by the input of many people.  He stated that a significant amount of funding is expected from the 

sports associations; therefore, passing the proposal presented tonight will enable the 

organizations to commence fundraising so that the project can be done.  The project will not 

move ahead without the cooperation of the youth sports supporters.    

 

Ms. Linfante stated that the proposal was a collaborative effort that was well thought out and 

took years to develop.  
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Mr. Kluck said that he is supports recreation, but he does not support placing artificial turf on a 

field.   

 

The vote was called.  Mr. Bendel, Mr. Brumfield and Ms. Linfante voted in favor of the motion. 

Ms. Fraasch and Mr. Kluck voted against the motion. The motion passed three to two. 

  

CONSIDERATION OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY 

SNOW AND ICE AGREEMENT FOR 2013, 2014 AND 2015 
 

Mr. Bendel said the Allegheny County Department of Public Works has submitted an agreement 

for the next three years for reimbursement of snow and ice clearance and application of deicing 

materials for  the 1.7 mile segment of Bower Hill Road within the Municipality (from Cochran 

Road to the  Scott Township line).  The rate of reimbursement will be as follows: 2013 - 

$8,710.60; 2014 - $8,971.92 and 2015 - $9,241.06, for a three year total of $26,923.58. 

   

Mr. Bendel moved and Mr. Brumfield seconded to approve the three-year snow and ice 

reimbursement agreement with the Allegheny County Department of Public Works in the 

amount of $26,923.58.  The vote was called.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF BIDS FOR SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING 

 

Mr. Brumfield said on October 2, 2013, the South Hills Area Council of Governments opened 

bids for solid waste collection disposal and recycling.  Two bids were received from Republic 

Allied Services and Waste Management.  The number of options presented precludes presenting 

bid tabulation on the side wall.  Bid options for municipal solid waste and recycling included 

weekly, bi-weekly and monthly, traditional and automated services.  The Municipality must 

enter into a five-year contract with one of the providers before January 1, 2014.  The contract 

term will commence on January 1, 2014, and run through December 31, 2018. 

 

Mr. Brumfield moved and Mr. Bendel seconded to award the contract to Republic for traditional 

pickup at a five-year cost of $10,185,000 and reaffirm the commission’s intention to continue to 

investigate pay as you throw options in the next 12-18 months. The vote was called.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE EXPENDITURE 

 LIST FOR OCTOBER TOTALING $3,627,326.33 

 

Ms. Linfante moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to approve the expenditure list for October 

totaling $3,627,326.33.  The vote was called.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

 

Ms. Fraasch asked that the reports be received and filed.  
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MANAGER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mr. Feller stated that prior to tonight’s meeting, the commission met in executive session and 

discussed the sale of property, a sales agreement, a personnel issue regarding a performance 

evaluation, and other legal issues with the solicitor.  Following tonight’s meeting, the 

commission will go back into discussion session to review unfinished items, including 

government accounting software, and two fire department issues. The next regular meeting of the 

commission is scheduled for Tuesday, December 10, 2013. 

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 


