
Meeting Minutes 

August 9, 2012 
7:30 PM 

Conference Room D 
 

Mt Lebanon Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board 
 
Attendees: 

Andrew Baram 
Robert Hedin 
Kathleen Hrabovsky 
Steve Noorbakhsh 
Pam Scott 
Tom Kelley, Staff Liaison & Public Works Director 

 
Absent: 

Brett Aristegui 
Matt Hoover 
Elaine Cappucci, School Board Liaison 
Kristen Linfante, Commission Liaison 

 
Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:39 p.m. by Chairperson Hedin. 
 
Approval of July 12, 2012 meeting minutes:  Andrew Baram made a motion to approve 
meeting notes as submitted which was seconded by Steve Noorbakhsh and approved by the 
Board.  
 
Public Comment:  No members of the public were present at the meeting however,  Barton Kirk 
from SEEDS and Stan Kabala, Professor from Duquesne University and Anne Quinn, a student 
intern, was present to discuss the update of the 2010 Greenhouse Gas Inventory and Climate 
Action Plan. 
 
Commission Business:   

Recycling Contract – the current contract will expire on December 31, 2013.  Member 
communities of the South Hills Council of Government will be meeting in early of 2013 
to plan for the next multi-year contract.  Mt. Lebanon will be providing information on 
Pay As You Throw and other recycling options to be included in the 2013 Request for 
Pricing. 

 
Lebo/PRC Grant Proposal:  Application was prepared and submitted to the Department 
of Environmental Resources on June 30, 2012.  The application is currently being 
reviewed by DEP.  The application proposes to deploy a comprehensive 
educational/awareness program to help increase both participation and diversion rates of 
the municipality’s residential and commercial recycling program.   

 



Stormwater Fee Rebate Program:  To date twelve Mt. Lebanon residents have 
submitted rain barrel credit applications.  The residents spent $1,892 on rain barrels and 
credits totaling $426 were issued by the municipality.  In 2011 a total of eight rain barrel 
credit applications were received and processed. 

 
Climate Action Plan Update Project:  Barton Kirk, Ecological Engineer and 
Greenhouse Gas Analyst with SEEDS Environmental, Dr. Stanley Kabala from 
Duquesne University, Center for Environmental Research and Education (CERE) and 
Ann Quinn, CERE Research Assistant provided the Environmental Sustainability Board 
with an overview of the update project.  The program will utilize facility research 
assistants experience with Greenhouse Gas Inventory to assist in the inventory update.  
The committee format used in the original Greenhouse Gas Inventory and Climate Action 
Plan will again be used in the action planning effort.  Members of the Environmental 
Sustainability Board will be involved in residential, commercial, institutional, 
transportation and waste & recycling committees.  The inventory and climate action plan 
update will be completed using the most recent ICLEI Local Governments for 
Sustainability Methodology and Software.  Students participating in Ed Morettis, CERE 
graduate class will participate in all aspects of the project.  Ed Morettis students will be 
doing the leg work and Ann Quinn will be the coordinator for the graduate students.  
Inventory data has been received from Duquesne Light and from Columbia Gas.  Andrew 
Baram will be the key contact person between the Environmental Sustainability Board 
and the various environmental committees working on the plan.  The update will focus on 
the ten strategies that are in the plan and will look at other strategies that did not make it 
into the original plan.  Environmental teams will meet in late September at the municipal 
building.  A meeting will be held in late August or early September to plan for the large 
team meeting. 

 
Field Turf Discussion:  Matt and Pam indicated that the field turf does not appear to be a 
sustainable approach.  This subject will be discussed at the next meeting in September. 

 
School Board Business:   

High school student representative on Environmental Sustainability Board – the 
school board representative will be attending the September meeting.   

 
Recycling Programs:  Nothing to report at this time. 

 
High School Update:  Nothing to report at this time. 

 
ESB Business:   

Environmental Team meeting – The team is looking for volunteers to coordinate the 
next earth day program.  Additional information will follow at the next meeting. 

 
Lebo Green Website:  Nothing to report at this time. 

 
Sustainable Pittsburgh Luncheon:  Nothing to report at this time. 

 
ALCOSAN SSO Plan:  ALCOSAN will be talking about their plan for addressing sewer 
overflows at a series of public meetings to be held in August and September.  Bob will be 



preparing a position report to be presented to ALCOSAN at one of the meetings.  Also 
the Environmental Sustainability Board wants to solicit public comments from Mt. 
Lebanon residents.  Tom Hoffman of Clean Water Action has been encouraging people to 
comment on the ALCOSAN plan.  The plan presents only grey solutions (contain and 
store) rather than green solutions (bio swales, rain gardens) to address wet weather 
overflow concerns. 

 
Mt. Lebanon Park Rain Garden:  Sara Madden and Kathy Hrabovsky will be providing 
the Mt. Lebanon Commission with an overview of the Main Park Rain Garden project 
during the Commission discussion session on August 27th.  Additional information will 
follow at the next meeting. 

 
Boy Scout Recycling Information Program:  Andrew reported that during the fall boy 
and girl scouts will be going door-to-door distributing recycling flyers to educate and 
encourage all residents to participate in the mandatory recycling program.  Recycling 
labels and flyers will be provided by the municipality. 

 
Grant Proposals:  Nothing to report at this time. 

 
New Business:  Nothing to report at this time. 
 
Presentation:  See Climate Action Plan Update above. 
 
Adjournment:  At 9:35 p.m. Chairman Hedin made a motion to adjourn the meeting which was 
seconded by Steve and unanimously approved.  The next meeting will be held on September 13, 
2012 in Conference D. 
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