
 
MINUTES 

Mt. Lebanon Historic Preservation Board 
Monday, Jan 21, 2013, 5 p.m. 

Mt. Lebanon Municipal Building 

Attendance: Yvette Yescas, chair; Joel Clusky, vice chair; Bill Callahan, Bonnie VanKirk, Pat Calvelo, Jim 
Wojcik, president, Historical Society of Mt, Lebanon; Bill Postufka, student commissioner; Susan 
Morgans, staff liaison, Absent: Joe Dimperio, Michelle Winowich-Zmijanac (excused) 
 
1.CALL TO ORDER: Chair Yvette Yescas called the meeting together at 5p.m. 
 
2. CITIZEN COMMENT: There was no citizen comment. 
 
3. CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES: The November 2012 minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
4.TOPIC OF MONTH: McMillan House at 794 Washington Road. Jim Wojcik, historical society 
president, said the society wants to acquire and restore the 1930s Spanish colonial house where society 
currently leases space. The society has had a home inspection, spoken with an architect for “windshield 
numbers” and will conduct a capital campaign, if they can acquire the property. Goal is to create offices 
and a museum with a permanent collection and temporary exhibitions.  The restored property might 
generate income through rental for events. The property is appraised at $300,000. Because the municipality 
owns it, it will be sold to the highest qualified bidder. Wojcik asked the board to endorse the historical 
society’s efforts and to provide advice regarding historic preservation.  The historic preservation board 
expressed concern that a developer might purchase the house, tear it down and replace it with something 
incongruent with the historic surrounding neighborhood, or, worse still, end up with a vacant lot.  Bill 
Callahan said the society would need a facilities management plan for ongoing maintenance and suggested 
there might be funding available because the house is part of the National Register District. Bonnie 
VanKirk suggested that she and Jim Wojcik make a joint presentation to Mt. Lebanon Partnership to try to 
get their support. Bill Callahan moved and Bonnie Van Kirk seconded a motion that “the historic 
preservation board supports in concept the historical society’s proposal to take over in its entirety the 
McMillan house.”  The motion passed unanimously. Yvette Yescas will attend the next Commission 
meeting with Wojcik in support of the plan. 
 
5. STAFF LIAISON REPORT: Susan Morgans said Matt Kluck was sorry he was unable to attend the 
meeting… Keith McGill will attend the February meeting to provide a planning board update… There will 
be a vacancy in March, as Joe Dimperio is not eligible for reappointment…  Susan is keeping a list of 
historic houses suggested by residents in case the board wants to launch some sort of designation 
program… The magazine is having a House and Garden Fair next fall and would like board participation. 
 
6. ONGOING BUSINESS: 
—National Register District: Consultant Laura Ricketts is behind on her timeline, but has made changes 
board suggested and will make the May 31 submission deadline. Remaining question marks regarding 
contributing and noncontributing properties will be resolved in the next couple of weeks. Bill Callahan/ Pat 
Calvelo will come up with some dates for public meetings.  
 
Former Board Chair Wallace Workmaster’s comments on the nomination were based on the map and not 
the narrative, but he did pick up one important thing: parks/ parklets should be on GIS map of the district.  
 
—Magazine Series:  Bill Callahan deadline is February 10; Michelle Winowich- Zmijanac ‘s is April 10.  
 
—PHMC Keystone Grant Program: Board will not apply for a Keystone Grant this year. Bonnie 
VanKirk will let the Partnership know that they are eligible to apply for this grant. 
 
7. NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT: The next meeting will be Monday, February 18, at 5 p.m. in 
the municipal building. The meeting adjourned at 6:30. 


