Stormwater Discharge Management FAQ
Sump pumps and pipe discharges and the location of their discharge are regulated as required by Mt. Lebanon Code of
Ordinances Chapter XV Streets and Sidewalks Part 3 Section 303.
Most interior subsoil drains that tie into a sump pump, pumping water to the exterior, require a permit through the
inspection's office. Contact the inspection's office at 412-343-3408 with questions.

Here are frequently asked questions regarding the regulations.
What do I do if I have an existing sump pump or pipe discharge from my property?

If the discharge is not causing a build-up of ice in the public right of way, including the sidewalk or street, or is
NOT adversely impacting an abutting property, nothing is required. Otherwise, its discharge must be
addressed by doing one of the following:
•
•
•

Direct the discharge to a municipal storm sewer system that can accommodate the flow from the sump
or pipe.
Move the discharge to another point on the owner’s property where the discharge can be dissipated
without issue
Move the discharge to a point 10 feet from the property/street right of way line

Who pays for the work required to move the discharge?
The property owner operating the sump or pipe.

What if I want to install a new pipe or sump pump that will discharge to the street?
Since discharges to the street are not allowed, for cases where there may be no other choice, the municipal Engineer or
his designee may permit an exception when it can be proven through documentation, demonstrating that the discharge
will not be a nuisance.
How do I discharge the contents of sump or pipe?
The discharge of the pipe or sump may be handled in several different ways. It may be directed onto the ground surface
at a minimum of 10 feet from any property/street right of way line and in a manner that is approved by the Municipal
Engineer. It may also go directly into a storm sewer conveyance system with adequate capacity to convey the discharge.
If neither method is available, the discharge can be made in a location approved by the Municipal engineer.

What determines a good location?
The discharge must not cause a nuisance such as street icing or erosion.
See Graphic below on best practices for sump and pipe installation

Storage vessels are readily available to store discharges from sumps and pipes in certain locations.

