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MLPD TSU - SEGMENT AGENDA

 Mt. Lebanon’s Experience with Education and 
Enforcement

 Statistics related to Traffic Volume and Speed
 Mt. Lebanon Police Incident/Enforcement related 

Data
 Conflicts between Vehicles and Pedestrians



NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 
SAFETY ADMINISTRAION

 NHTSA – Relation of Speed and Speed Limits to Crashes 
 U - Shaped relationship between vehicle speed and crash incidence

 Crash Rates were lowest for drivers at or near the mean

 Low speed drivers were more likely to be involved in crashes than 
relatively high speed drivers

 Many crashes occurred due to slowing vehicles (at intersections or 
congested areas) on roads that lacked turn lanes and passing lanes

 Increased enforcement is directly proportional to a decrease in either 
crash severity or crash frequency of incidence.



ML EXPERIENCE - EDUCATION

 Safe walking programs in the schools – EVERY YEAR
 ML Police Association donates glow sticks for Halloween
 Bicycle Rodeo – skills training, bike & helmet checks, etc.
 New driver education/ “Survival 101” – MLHS
 Road Sense Program – Tips for Peds, Bicyclists, & Drivers sharing the road
 Partnered with Allstate Insurance – Trailer, Simulator, Etc.
 Buckle Up – Adult and Teen focused waves
 Aggressive Driving – Speed and other hazardous violations
 Impaired Driving (DUI) programs – Publicized roving/stationary checkpoints



ML EXPERIENCE –
ROAD SENSE



ML EXPERIENCE - ENFORCEMENT

 Aggressive traffic enforcement is a deterrent to both reckless driving and 
overall crime

 Directed patrols address traffic complaints and crash data concerns

 Survey equipment, as well as officers, are used to collect/report data

 Traffic Board as an avenue for enforcement and engineering concerns

 Aggressive Driving – Speed and other hazardous violations

 Impaired Driving (DUI) programs – Publicized roving/stationary checkpoints

 MLPD has invested in a Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) to assist with 
detecting and deterring drugged and over-medicated driving



SPECIFIC MLPD TRAFFIC RELATED DATA



PENNDOT 
VOLUME 
DATA - 2005



PENNDOT 
VOLUME 
DATA - 2013



MLPD DATA 
COLLECTION
2015
SPEEDALERT
TRAILER



DATA SUMMARY – APRIL/MAY 2015

 Four Locations 
 1400 block Washington Road  (SR 0019)
 300 block Gilkeson (SR 3038)
 900 block McNeilly Road – (Allegheny County)
 1000 block Cedar Boulevard (Mt. Lebanon)



DATA SUMMARY – APRIL/MAY 2015

 Total Days in Each Location – 7

 Speed Limits (25 and 35)

 Average Speed – Always above posted limit (2-6 MPH)

 85th Percentile – Always above posted limit (7-10 MPH)

 Pace Range – Always above limit (2-15 MPH)

 Extreme Violations - 32 to 40 MPH OVER THE POSTED LIMIT

 Volume comparable to PennDOT 2013 (two state routes)



USER CONTRIBUTIONS TO CONFLICTS

Pedestrians
 Fail to cross at crosswalks or intersections

 Fail to follow traffic control signals

 Fail to look before crossing

 Proceed with out safe clearance because “they have the right of 
way”

 ONLY have right of way with signals AND/OR if a vehicle is not so 
close as to constitute a hazard.



USER CONTRIBUTIONS TO CONFLICTS

Bicyclists
 Fail to be consistent – some on sidewalks, some on roadways

 Fail to follow traffic laws – red lights, stop signs, one way signs, 
etc.

 Fail to signal turns and stops

 Do not exhibit reflectors or lighting as required

 Make erratic maneuvers that surprise vehicles or pedestrians



USER CONTRIBUTIONS TO CONFLICTS

Motor Vehicles
 Speeding or aggressive driving behaviors

 Distracted by electronics, passengers, or chemicals (DUI)

 Don’t give required safety measures for pedestrians or 
bicyclists

 Insulated by glass and thousands of pounds of metal



PEDESTRIAN 
BEHAVIOR IS A 
LARGE PART 
OF THE 
PROBLEM






ASSESSING THE 
VIOLATORS






CASE REVIEW – IT DOES HAPPEN HERE

Examples
 Pedestrian ran in front of car with green light (Wash &Cedar)
 Pedestrian ran in front of truck with green light (Wash & Alfred)
 Pedestrian crossed at location other than corner with signals (Wash & Cedar)
 Pedestrian crossed midblock at night time in dark clothing (700bl Wash)
 Joggers struck at intersection with dedicated walk cycles (Wash/Coch)
 Skateboarder injured on roadway (100bl ML Blvd)
 Pedestrian ran out in front of car in crosswalk (100bl ML Blvd)
 Road rage with bicyclist and car (200bl Wash)
 Pedestrian killed walking out between parked cars (500bl Wash)
 Pedestrian killed crossing at marked crosswalk/intersection (1100bl Wash)
 Pedestrian/construction worker killed in work zone (600bl Painters Run)



THE GOAL

The modification of user behavior via 
engineering, education, and enforcement to 
facilitate predictable and consistent safe use of 
our transportation system for all end users, 
regardless of their mode of transit.



MODIFY THE PARADIGM

 All users have rights and responsibilities

 Injuries or near misses do not indicate who was right or wrong

 Pedestrians can and should be targeted for violations of law

 Bicyclists can and should be targeted for violations of law

 Motor vehicle driver’s are and should continue to be cited for 
violations of law

 “I need to take an active part and be responsible for my own 
safety”



POINTS TO PONDER

 Consider options to improve traffic flow through Mt. Lebanon
 Improve safety mechanisms for pedestrians and bicyclists
 Engage in a media campaign prior to ramped up enforcement
 Utilize bicycle patrol officers for pedestrian and bicycle education and 

enforcement
 Enact ordinances to allow for enforcement of pedestrian signals, 

specifically PAVC 3113 a2 and a4
 High visibility, high impact traffic enforcement blitzes (3 or 4 officer)
 Acquire/lobby for equipment that is more practical for enforcement,  

such as ENRADD, LIDAR, or RADAR
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