
Meeting Minutes 

September 11, 2014 

 

Mt Lebanon Environmental Sustainability Advisory  

 

 Call Meeting to Order 

Roll Call: 
Attendees: 

Kathy Hrabosky, Chair 
Andrew Baram, Co-chair 
Patrick Eberz 
Pam Scott 
Abby Lawler Morycz 
Maria Joseph 
Michael Kurosky 
Kelly Fraasch, Commission Liaison 
Bonnie Cross, Staff Liaison  

Absent:   
   
 

High School Students: 
  Nancy Lu 

  Andy Hrabosky 

   

 New Member Introduction.  Kathy introduced Michael Kurosky and the high school liasons. 

 

 Public Comment 

None 

 

 Approval of July 2014 Minutes.  Abby motioned to approve the May minutes; Pam seconded the motion.  All 

members in attendance approved. 

 

 Commission Business 

o Community Relations Board request.  The Community Relations Board sent out invitations for an ESB 
representative to participate in the planned forum – “Finding Help in Mt. Lebanon – A Better Living 
Forum” – Wednesday – 11/12 – 7-8:30pm – Municipal Building.  Kathy will attend and invited any other 
board member also. 
 

o Parks Advisory Board/ESB Related Business.  Kathy explained that the PAB had requested that a Parks 
Coordinator position had been put in the budget requests.  ESB members discussed what should be 
included in the job description including: parks maintenance, passive parks forestry and plantings, 
capital projects related to the Parks system.  The individual should possess a college degree in 
environmental science or a related field, a background in environmental work and contract 
administration and pesticides.  Patrick suggested that the position also do fleet management; Kathy 
suggested adding community education. 
 

o Municipal Pesticide Use.  Kelly advised that she, Municipal Manager Steve Feller, Tom Schevtchuk from 

the Nature Conservancy, Municipal Attorney Phil Weiss, Maria and Pam met to discuss a draft policy 

regarding notice of pesticide applications by the municipality.  Pam handed out Attachment A, a draft 

Pesticide Resolution.  Kelly advised that a pesticide resolution was discussed twice before by a 



Commission but was never acted upon.  Kelly informed the Board that the invasive plants and the golf 

course were being sprayed.  The ESB members felt that alerts need to go out from all municipal media.  

The ESB voted on the Policy after an amendment was made to include Lebo Alerts.  The policy was 

approved with a vote of 6:1. 

 

o Pay as You Throw.  The Commission received the report from the PAYT Committee on September 9th.  A 

public outreach will be done.  Andrew felt that a professional firm should be hired and that the ESB 

could play a part in the process.  Maria added that the panel should be a part of the education process.  

Andrew stated that a RFP should be done for the outreach services immediately, and that a meeting be 

set with Tom Kelley in the next week. 

o Recycling in Commercial Districts and in Parks.  Kelly reported that $10k was budgeted for park 

recycling containers.   

o Artificial Turf.  Kelly reported that the permits have not been received yet.  The Allegheny County 

Conservation District had 6-7 items that needed to be addressed; this was being done by the Municipal 

Engineer, Gateway.  Items to be addressed included storm water, filtration, and historical landmark 

space. 

 ESB Business 

o Environmental Team Update.  Abby reported that they were trying to get the composting moving again 

at the high school.  The cost of the program may be prohibitive.  Abby also mentioned initial plans for 

Earth Day and that the Environmental Team was trying to introduce some new things. 

 

o Project Updates based on ESB Priority List – 2-1-14.  No updates.   

 

 High School Liaison Update.  Andrew asked about the plan to get people conserving more water.  There was a 

discussion about finalizing plans for the energy camels before the $3,800 in grant money ran out at the end of 

the year. 

 

 New Business.  The Parks Advisory Board is working with the municipality to develop a plan for about 15 main 

flower beds throughout the municipality.  Volunteers have come up with a plan for sustainable perennial beds.  

The cost is approximately $90k plus annual maintenance. 

 

Kelly advised that the play set in Bird park won’t be replaced with the unassigned fund balance at the request of 

the PAB.  $110k will be used to enhance pedestrian walkways and $70k was set aside for deer management. 

 

 Adjournment.  At 9:26 p.m., Andrew made a motion to adjourn the meeting which was seconded by Maria and 

unanimously approved by the members present.   


