
 

MINUTES OF THE ADJOURNED MEETING APRIL 28, 2014 

OF THE MT. LEBANON COMMISSION 

 

The Commission of Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania, held an Adjourned Meeting that began at 8 P.M., 

on Monday, April 28, 2014, at the Municipal Building, 710 Washington Road.  President 

Linfante called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Manager 

Stephen M. Feller called the roll. Present were Commissioners John Bendel, Dave Brumfield, 

Kelly Fraasch, Steve Silverman and Kristen Linfante.  Also present were Public Works Director 

Kelley, Finance Director McCreery, Recreation Director Donnellan, Police Chief McDonough, 

Planning Officer McGill, Business District Officer Milliron, Assistant to the Manager Cross, IT 

Officer Schalles, Public Information Officer Morgans, and Inspections Officer Berkley. Also 

present were Phil Weis of the solicitor’s office and Dan Deiseroth of the engineer’s office. 

 

REPORT BY JUNIOR COMMISSIONER DANIELLE DEISEROTH 

 

Ms. Deiseroth stated that student council elections took place last week.  She spoke about the 

high school spring activities, including an assembly that was held, and also the upcoming school 

play, Carousel.  She also stated that the model U.N. organization won the best overall award at 

the American University Model U.N. Conference.   

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

James Cannon of 1306 Craigview Drive spoke against artificial turf and also commented on 

responses received under a right to know request.   

 

Elaine Gillen of 735 Vallevista Avenue stated that she, Kelly Fraasch and Matt Kluck met with 

State Rep. Dan Miller this past week regarding transparency in local government.  She spoke 

against artificial turf.  She also stated that the sports advisory board should be dissolved and 

demanded the resignation of three commissioners. 

 

In response to questions from Ms. Gillen, Ms. Fraasch stated that the sports advisory board is an 

advisory board like all of the boards.  She also stated that she voted against artificial turf.  She 

stated that the majority of the commission voted to support artificial turf, but a vote could be 

taken on the matter to defund the project. 

 

Ms. Gillen asked Mr. Silverman if he supports artificial turf, and he stated yes. 

 

Nick Meduho of 101 Castle Shannon Boulevard asked that a public meeting be held dedicated to 

the issue of artificial turf.   

 

Nancy Beatty of 2805 Knowlson Avenue spoke against the proposed zoning change for the 

property on Castlegate.   She also asked that the vote on this item be tabled. 

 

Don Wardius of 233 Vee Lynn Drive spoke against artificial turf.   

 

Angela Gaito-Lagnese of 2862 Castlegate Avenue spoke against the rezoning of property on 

Castlegate.  She had concerns with the increase in population, traffic and congestion in the area if 

it is developed. 
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Steven Diaz of 308 Queensberry Drive believed the commission wasn’t listening to the 

community. 

 

George Ann Bower of 459 Sage Drive opposed artificial turf.  She also spoke against a large 

development on Castlegate, believing the city roads could not accommodate the increased traffic. 

 

M.J. Tillman of 1316 Firwood Avenue spoke against artificial turf.   

 

Bill Hoon of 456 Coolidge Avenue spoke against artificial turf. 

 

Barbara Sollenberger of 120 Newburn Drive stated that she grew up in Mt. Lebanon, and she 

doesn’t recognize the community anymore.  She is against artificial turf. 

 

Diane Samstag of 2827 Midland Street stated that she was not against development on 

Castlegate, but she was against a high density development.  She asked that the zoning remain R-

2. 

 

John Church of 101 Woodhaven Drive spoke about the municipal assessment appeals of 

recently-purchased homes in Mt. Lebanon.  He believes that the appeals are in effect a sales tax. 

 

Ben Kelly with Oxford Development stated that he attended a community-organized meeting 

with Brookline residents regarding the proposed development on Castlegate.  He stated that at 

that time, they couldn’t get the PowerPoint presentation to work; however, it is now available on 

the website.  He also stated that there will be more community meetings, and the developer will 

continue an open dialog with the surrounding communities. 

 

Jim Query of 222 Baywood Avenue spoke about the municipal assessment appeals of recently-

purchased property. 

 

Cindy Murphy of 196 Seneca Drive inquired about alternatives to artificial turf and also the 

municipal appeals of property assessments. 

 

Clay Hughes of 90 Standish Boulevard spoke about the municipal appeals of property 

assessments. 

 

Seth Shafer of 1445 Pueblo Drive spoke about the development on Castlegate, the upcoming 

meeting regarding the municipal assessment appeals, the fields in Main Park, and the 

municipality taking action to curtail the deer problem in Mt. Lebanon.  

 

Amber Britton of 995 McNeilly Road spoke against rezoning the property on Castlegate. 

 

Charlotte Stephenson of 110 Crescent Drive spoke about artificial turf. 

 

Steve Schultz of 597 Dorchester Avenue spoke against rezoning the property on Castlegate. 

 

Meredith Little of 2831 Castlegate Avenue spoke against rezoning the property on Castlegate. 
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Tommy Dunn of 15 Mt. Lebanon Boulevard inquired about the life expectancy of an artificial 

turf field.  He also spoke in support of deer management, citing incidents where deer have 

exhibited aggressive behavior. 

 

Kimberly Schevtchuk of 519 Lyndhurst Avenue spoke against artificial turf and advocated for 

bringing in an independent health expert on the matter. 

 

Haley Scott-Davis of 1026 Cedar Boulevard stated she wasn’t aware of the proposed artificial 

turf on Wildcat Field.  She believed it would take away greenspace. 

 

Megan Miller of 2843 Castlegate Avenue spoke against rezoning the property on Castlegate, 

believing it would bring more crime to the area. 

 

Dan Dugan of 2841 Midland Street spoke against the rezoning of property on Castlegate. 

 

Frank Hutton of 111 Vernon Drive asked that a referendum be placed on the ballot regarding the 

turf issue. 

 

Doug Mitchell of 749 Gypsy Lane spoke about artificial turf.   

 

Judy Little of 2831 Castlegate Avenue had safety concerns with the proposed development on 

Castlegate. 

 

Madeline Brown of 11 Mt. Lebanon Boulevard spoke about petitions regarding turf.      

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES FROM  

THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 8, 2014 

 

Ms. Fraasch moved and Mr. Bendel seconded to approve the minutes. The vote was called. The 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 2-14), A  

REZONING REQUEST FROM RESIDENTIAL RESOURCES AND  

GREEN DEVELOPMENT, INC. TO REZONE LOT AND BLOCK 97-F-185, HAVING A 

STREET ADDRESS OF 2904 CASTLEGATE AVENUE, MOST FORMERLY KNOWN 

AS THE BRADLEY CENTER FROM R-2 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL  

DISTRICT TO R-4 MULTI-FAMILY-MIXED RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

 

Mr. Brumfield said on January 28, 2014, the Planning Board recommended approval of the 

Residential Resources and Green Development request to rezone property from R-2 to R-4. The 

ordinance was introduced February 11, 2014, and the public hearing was held February 24, 2014. 

 

Mr. Brumfield moved and Mr. Silverman seconded to enact Ordinance (Bill No. 2-14).  

 

Mr. Silverman asked Chief McDonough to comment on the Castlegate property.  Chief 

McDonough said he couldn’t speak for the City of Pittsburgh, and that the impact of a new 

development on criminal activity would be highly speculative. 
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Mr. Brumfield stated that he’s concerned with the condition of the property as it stands now; 

therefore, he supports a development.  He stated the development review process going forward 

will be as stringent and open as possible. 

 

The vote was called.  Mr. Brumfield, Ms. Fraasch, Mr. Silverman and Ms. Linfante voted in 

favor of the vote.  Mr. Bendel abstained from voting because he was a former director for the 

current property owner.  A copy of the abstention memo is attached.  The motion passed four to 

zero. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-9-14 OPTING  

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ALLEGHENY COUNTY  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT  

PROGRAM AND HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 

 

Mr. Silverman said the Allegheny Department of Economic Development is seeking 

participation from various communities for the Allegheny County Community Development 

Block Grant Program and HOME Investment Partnership Program for a period of three years, 

beginning July 1, 2015 and ending June 30, 2018. These programs provide funding that assists 

and supports various projects that benefit local government. 

 

Mr. Silverman moved and Mr. Brumfield seconded to adopt Resolution No. R-9-14.  The vote 

was called.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-10-14 

 IN SUPPORT OF RADAR BY MUNICIPAL POLICE 

 

Ms. Fraasch moved and Mr. Bendel seconded to adopt Resolution No. R-10-14.   

 

Ms. Fraasch referenced the Senate Bill supporting this action. 

 

The vote was called. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPOINTMENT TO COMMUNITY RELATIONS BOARD 

 

Mr. Bendel said there is a 1st Ward vacancy on the Community Relations Board. 

 

Mr. Bendel moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to appoint Annette Bassett Sanchez of 214 Dell 

Avenue to an unexpired term ending 3/31/15.  The vote was called.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE EXPENDITURE  

LIST FOR MARCH TOTALING $2,986,650.38 

 

Mr. Brumfield moved and Mr. Silverman seconded to approve the expenditure list for March 

totaling $2,986,650.38. The vote was called.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

 

Ms. Fraasch asked that the reports be received and filed. 

 

MANAGER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mr. Feller stated the commission met in executive session on Monday, April 21, 2014, at 7:30 

a.m. with the solicitor to discuss property assessment appeals.  The commission also met in 

executive session prior to tonight’s meeting with the solicitor to discuss property assessment 

appeals and the sale of property. The next regular meeting of the commission is scheduled for 

Tuesday, May 13, 2014, at 8 p.m.   

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:40 p.m. 


