
Meeting Minutes 

February 13, 2014 

7:30 PM 

Conference Room D 

 

Mt Lebanon Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board 

 

Attendees: 

Andrew Baram 

Patrick Eberz 

Matthew Hoover 

Maria Joseph 

Pam Scott 

Abby Moryz-Lawmor, Mt. Lebanon Environmental Team 

Tom Kelley, Staff Liaison & Public Works Director 

Elaine Cappucci, School District Liaison 

Kelly Fraasch, Commission Liaison 

 

Absent:    

Kathleen Hrabovsky 

 

High School 

Students: 

  No high school liaison students were present at this meeting. 

 

Others in  

Attendance: 

  Travis Mecum, G-Tech Strategies 

  Steven Silverman, Commissioner 

 

Call to order:  The official meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. by Acting Chairperson 

Andrew Baram. 

 

Public Comment:  No members of the public were present at the meeting. 

 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  Patrick made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted which 

was seconded by Matt and unanimously approved. 

 

Welcome to New Member:  Abby Moryz-Lawmor was welcomed as a new member to the 

Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board.  She was selected and approved by the Mt. Lebanon 

Commission to replace the seat vacated by Steven Noorbakhsh.  The school district is in the 

process of selecting a replacement for Matt Hoover whose term will expire in March. 

 

Special Presentations:  Travis Mecum from G-Tech Strategies is seeking support from the 

Municipality for a public collection drop-off point for green light biofuels.  These oils are used in 

cooking and are primarily vegetable oils.  He is looking for a place to locate 3 or 4 collection bins.  



The bins would measure 48” x 40” x 25” in height and come with hinged lids.  They could be 

stored outside where residents could deposit light oils in sealed containers.  G-Tech would make 

arrangements to have the bins picked up and removed on a routine basis.  Currently approximately 

1 million gallons of green light oils are collected in the Washington, D.C. area.  There are already 

a number of locations in the City of Pittsburgh.  Several private schools are currently participating 

in the Pittsburgh effort.  Collected oils are processed at a facility in Braddock and G-Tech is 

looking for a municipal host for the collection program.  G-Tech would be responsible for 

promoting the program to local residents.  Tom Kelley will work with other municipal departments 

and the Library to find an appropriate collection area.  The collection site should be accessible to 

all residents and have adequate security.  The Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board is 

supportive of this effort and would like to see it implemented during the spring of 2014. 

 

Parks and Business District Recycling Containers:  Commissioner Silverman provided 

information on the costs of providing recycling bins in the Beverly Road Business District and 

also at municipal parks and fields.  Unassigned fund balance dollars would be used to purchase 

the cans.  The municipality has also submitted a grant application for recycling containers to Keep 

America Beautiful.  Also recycling containers would be placed along Washington Road.  The ESB 

voted unanimously to move ahead with recycling in the parks and along Washington Road and 

Beverly Road.   

 

Procedural Issues:  Commissioner Fraasch discussed right-to-know requirements.  All e-mail no 

matter the account used by ESB members to discuss policy issues are subject to Pennsylvania 

right-to-know requirements.  Also all members must be present to vote in public on policy issues.  

All actions must take place at an official meeting and policy deliberation can only take place at a 

public meeting. 

 

Turf Issues:  Maria presented the ESB position on artificial turf after a presentation that the Sports 

Advisory Board made during the commission discussion session on February 11th.  In the future, 

all statements should be approved by the board at a regularly scheduled meeting.  Andrew provided 

background on the ESB’s position and opposition to artificial turf.  Kelly discussed the schedule 

presented by the engineer for design, bidding and awarding the contract.  Samples of the artificial 

turf were passed around to the board for their inspection and review along with cut sheets prepared 

by one of the installers.  Pam made a motion to ratify the ESB statement that Maria read at the 

Commission discussion session on February 11th which was seconded by Matt.  The board voted 

5 to 1 to approve the statement.  In the future, Kelly recommended that at least one member of the 

ESB attend all future commission discussion sessions and then to comment during the citizen’s 

comment portion of the regular commission meetings.  This is important to ensure that the ESB 

has input and feedback on all commission discussion items. 

 

School Composting:  Elaine reported that Andrew has been pursuing food composting and she 

will follow up with Carl Salemi, the District’s Facilities Manager, to see if composting can take 

place at one of the middle schools beginning in August 2014.  This will require educating the 

school staff on the composting process.  Ag Recycling will talk to the school and provide 

information on how the program works.  The school board will support  the program if the facilities 

manager, food services director and principle all show support for the effort.  Information will be 

gathered by the district on the cost of implementing and operating the program and the size of the 

dumpsters required.  For the program to be effective it must be cost neutral.   

 



Pay-As-You-Throw:  Andrew provided an overview of the efforts underway to evaluate the 

practicality and feasibility of implementing pay-as-you-throw within the municipality.  The first 

panel meeting was held in early February and meetings are planned through June.   

 

Deer Management:  Commissioner Fraasch provided a detailed description of a meeting that was 

held in late January for local officials.  Many elected officials from South Hill Communities were 

in attendances at the meeting as well as Senator Smith and Representative Miller.  Andrew 

DeNicola, a Deer Management expert provided the group with an overview of a sterilization 

program that he conducted in Maryland.  Commissioner Fraasch will continue to inform the ESB 

on deer management.  No actions of the Environmental Sustainability Board are required at this 

time but they will be called on in the future to show their support at commission meetings. 

 

Other Items Discussed:  ESB Mission – is it accurate, should it be changed; Audio and Video 

Recording of meetings; physical presence at all meeting is required for voting purposes; review of 

resumes for board selection; board orientation; limitation of meeting to 90 minutes.   

The group voted unanimously to have future meetings audio or video recorded.  For 

dependability’s sake, a municipal staff member should be present to operate the devices. 

 

Environmental Team Updates:  Nothing new to report at this time. 

 

Environmental Award:  This is the 4th year of the awards program and Bob Hedin and Susan 

Samitar are being considered for the award.  Patrick made a suggestion to have one of his 

professors considered for the annual award.  He will provide information to Kathy.   

 

Adjournment:  At 9:30 p.m. Patrick made a motion to adjourn the meeting which was seconded 

by Matt and unanimously approved.   


