
Meeting Minutes 

June 13, 2013 
7:30 PM 

Conference Room D 
 

Mt Lebanon Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board 
 
Attendees: 

Andrew Baram 
Patrick Eberz 
Kathleen Hrabovsky 
Maria Joseph 
Pam Scott 
Kristen Linfante, Commission Liaison 
Tom Kelley, Staff Liaison & Public Works Director 
 

Others in  
Attendance:    

Scott Goldman, Mt. Lebanon School Board 
Matthew Hoover 
Steve Noorbakhsh 
Lucas Nash, Mt. Lebanon High School Student 
Lily Oppenheimer, Mt. Lebanon High School Student 
Andy Oppenheimer, Mt. Lebanon High School Student 
Merlyn Reuss, Mt. Lebanon High School Student 
Liam Shi, Mt. Lebanon High School Student 

 
Call to order:  The official meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. by Chairperson Hrabovsky. 
 
Approval of May 8, 2013 meeting minutes:   
 
The following correction was noticed, page 1 change others in attendance to not in attendance.  
Andrew Baram made a motion to approve the minutes which was seconded by Patrick Eberz and 
unanimously approved.   
 
Public Comment:  Members of the Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board and Liaisons 
introduced themselves to the students and in return the students introduced themselves.  Lily and 
Lucas will be seniors at the high school next year.  Lily is interested in making a short video on 
green sustainability practices to save energy and reducing greenhouse gas, and Lucas is working 
with the Breathe Project to get people interested in sustainability and promote incentives to 
encourage sustainable practices.  Andy will be a sophomore next year and described his idea 
about energy camels and using the Fun Theory to spread ideas about energy savings. 
 
 
 
 



School Board Business 
 
Composting in Schools:  Andrew reported that AG Recycle will be meeting with Carl, Mt. 
Lebanon School District Facilities Manager, within the next two weeks to discuss composting in 
the middle schools.  A pilot composting program could be offered at one of the middle schools 
during the 2013-2014 school years.  At the next meeting, Andrew will report back on the results 
of the meeting between AG Recycling and Carl. 
 
High School Construction Update:  At the last ESB meeting a letter from the high school 
principal was presented to the board.  The letter provided an overview of the asbestos abatement 
and testing program.  Scott has not had a chance to follow up on the letter. Scott reported that the 
construction project at the high school is on budget and on final schedule and the project is 28% 
complete with completion scheduled for the Spring of 2016. 
 
Municipal Business 
 
 
Pay-As-You-Throw:  Andrew, Kristen and Tom reported that the June 11th presentation to the 
commission during their discussion session on Pay-As-You-Throw received positive feedback.  
The presentation focused on the benefits of Pay-As-You-Throw and pointed out that 
municipalities can either pay through municipal solid waste disposal through general fund of flat 
fee to users or a user fee based on the amount of solid waste disposed.  Collection costs continue 
to increase while municipal budgets contract and the public is looking for a more cost efficient 
way of addressing municipal solid waste.  In a PAYT program residents only pay for what they 
use.  Residents pay a higher fee for larger containers, through a fee for garbage bags or the cost 
of stickers affixed to bags or containers.  Residents can recycle as much material as they want 
without paying an additional cost.  Tom interviewed four municipalities who have implemented 
Pay-As-You-Throw programs and all reported a substantial increase in recycling and sharp drop 
offs in the amount of solid waste collected.  One municipality (Sandwich) reported that solid 
waste was down by 42% and recycling had increased by 72%.  All four municipalities reported 
substantial savings after the Pay-As-You-Throw programs were implemented.  The South Hills 
Area Council of Government will be developing a proposal for Pay-As-You-Throw which will 
be part of its 2013 Request for Bids for recycling and municipal solid waste disposal.  Pay-As-
You-Throw Programs can take as long as 18 months to implement and require a strong education 
and out-reach component to ensure success.  Reducing municipal solid waste is the number one 
way of reducing the community’s carbon footprint.   
 
Comprehensive Plan:  A presentation of the Comprehensive Plan will be made to the Planning 
Board on June 25th and then presented to the commission at a later meeting.  The plan includes 
many ESB strategies an member were requested to check out the plan on the municipal website. 
 
Climate Action Plan Project Update:    Kathy provided a very detailed and focused 
presentation on the recently completed Greenhouse Emissions Inventory and Climate Action 
Plan 2012 Update.  The presentation included a discussion on the genesis of the Environmental 
Sustainability Board. 
 
Stormwater Fee Rebate Program Update:  Only two residential properties have applied for 
rain barrel credits to-date in 2013. 



 
Rain Garden Updates:  Nothing new to report at this time. 
 
ESB Business 
 
G-Tech Strategies Reenergize Pittsburgh Update:  Kathy reported that Abby had an energy 
audit on her house this past Tuesday.  Sixteen communities are participating in the Reenergize 
Program.  The Ambassadors made a presentation to the environmental classes at the high school 
over a 2 day period.  Approximately 300 students participated in the presentation.   
 
Sustainable Pittsburgh Luncheon:  The next luncheon will be held in Cranberry Township in 
July. 
 
Lebo Green Website Update:  Nothing new to report at this time. 
 
Grant Opportunities:  Andy and Lucas both applied for Breathe Project grants.  Grants up to 
$2,500 are offered through the Heinz Endowment. 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:23 pm.  The next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, July 11, 2013. 
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