
Meeting Minutes 

October 11, 2012 
7:30 PM 

Conference Room D 
 

Mt Lebanon Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board 
 
Attendees: 

Brett Aristegui 
Andrew Baram 
Kathleen Hrabovsky 
Pam Scott 
Tom Kelley, Staff Liaison & Public Works Director 
Elaine Cappucci, School Board Director 
Carson Creehan, Mt. Lebanon High School Liaison 

 
Absent: 

Robert Hedin 
Matt Hoover 
Steve Noorbakhsh 
Kristen Linfante, Commission Liaison 

 
 
Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by Acting Chairperson Hrabovsky.  
Chairperson Hedin was not able to attend due to international business travel. 
 
Approval of September 12, 2012 meeting minutes:  Andrew Baram made a motion to approve 
the minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Pam Scott and was unanimously 
approved by the board. 
 
Public Comment:  Margaret Hampstead was invited by Chairperson Hedin and was present to 
discuss the ALCOSAN SSO Plan and the ESB response to the Plan.  Ms. Hampstead outlined 
her understanding of the ALCOSAN SSO Plan and was pleased with the ESB response to the 
Plan. 
 
Commission Business 
 
Recycling Contract – Nothing new to report at this time.  The contract will expire at the end of 
2013.  The South Hills Council of Government will be working with communities to prepare 
specifications for both solid municipal waste and recycling services.  The ESB awaits new input 
from Mr. Kelley and/or Ms. Linfante. 
 
Lebo/PRC Grant Proposal:  Nothing new to report at this time.  The grant proposal was 
submitted to DEP at the end of June.  The DEP will not begin the grant review process until the 
first quarter of 2013.  The ESB awaits new input from Mr. Kelley and/or Ms. Linfante. 
 



Stormwater Fee Rebate Program:  Nothing new to report at this time.  The ESB awaits new 
input from Mr. Kelley and/or Ms. Linfante.  
 
Climate Action Plan Update Project:  Andrew Baram and Kathy Hrabovsky relayed the results 
of the Climate Action Plan Update Meeting on September 27th.  Members of the ESB, the 
Environmental Team, and others met with Barton Kirk and members of the student and 
instructor team from Duquesne University.  The Climate Data Updates are not complete.  The 
majority of the evening was spent gathering ideas for energy conservation strategies that might 
be included in the updated plan.  The group decided that, in order to make the most efficient use 
of time and human resources, Barton Kirk and the Duquesne Team would compose a survey, 
which would poll the general population on their ideas for energy conservation strategies and 
priorities for Mt. Lebanon.  The survey is about to be distributed to the Environmental Team 
email list, and to be offered on the Mt. Lebanon website & the Environmental Team website.  
Kathy Hrabovsky will send the link to the survey to Elaine Cappucci in order to determine if 
there is a way to distribute the link to the survey through the School District.  Kathy Hrabovsky 
will speak with Terri Romani or Susan Morgans to make sure that the link is published on the 
Municipal website and to determine if there is a way to distribute the link through LEBO 
ALERT.  After the survey data is tabulated, Barton Kirk will schedule a community meeting to 
discuss the data & the final Climate Action Plan Updates, and to determine the most effective 
energy conservation strategies to employ in the near future.  Per Elaine Cappucci’s approval, 
Kathy Hrabovsky will send the School District’s updated energy policy and energy savings data 
for 2011 to Barton Kirk. 
 
Recreational Improvements and Composting Capabilities:  Kathy Hrabovsky described Bob 
Hedin’s recent presentation to the Commission on alternate grinding/composting sites in the 
Municipality, in which a Golf Course Site seemed to be the most viable option for 
grinding/composting, if grinding/composting is no longer available at the Robb Hollow Site due 
to the installation of a new soccer field at Robb Hollow.  There was a brief discussion of 
Artificial Turf installation at Dixon/Wild-Cat Fields, at this evening’s meeting, to determine 
whether the Artificial Turf concept is worth resurrecting, if all environmental, social and 
economic requirements can be met with Artificial Turf.  Based upon past discussions, the ESB 
assumes that Artificial Turf will not be considered in the near future; but, based upon recent 
community input, the issue of increased opportunities for recreation (for all age groups) may 
become a priority in the new Comprehensive Plan.  
 
School Board Business 
 
Composting in Schools:  Elaine Cappucci and Carl Salemi (interim Facilities Director while 
Gerald Ingram is on leave) are investigating the Quaker Valley composting program.  The 
School District is open to the idea of composting but may have to delay the start of a composting 
program until the high school construction project is at a point where additional vehicles can be 
accommodated on-site.  Carson Creehan will engage the student body in support of a composting 
program. 
 
Recycling Programs:  Nothing to report at this time. 
 
High School Update:  Construction is proceeding.  There are no Indoor Air Quality problems 
and the Construction Manager has alleviated minor neighborhood dust problems.   



 
ESB Business 
 
Environmental Team meeting: – See Climate Action Plan Update Project, above. 
 
G Tech Strategies Reenergize Pittsburgh:  Kathy Hrabovsky explained that the Commission 
approved the application to participate in gTech Strategies’ ReEnergize Pittsburgh Program.  The 
application process is open.  As soon as Mr. Kelley returns, Kathy Hrabovsky will review the 
application process with Mr. Kelley or Mr. Feller and move forward with the program.  Brett 
Aristegui suggested that we investigate the Fayette County, Better Building Initiative.  Kathy 
Hrabovsky will investigate and welcomes help/input with this investigation. 
 
Sustainable Pittsburgh Luncheon:  Kathy reported that the Smart Growth Conference will be 
held on December 13, 2012 and will focus on municipalities and businesses working together 
toward sustainable solutions, including Green infrastructure.  Several of our government officials 
have been invited to participate. 
 
ALCOSAN SSO Plan:  The Board reviewed Chairman Hedin’s carefully crafted letter.  Kathy 
Hrabovsky will firm up a few questions, related to years and amounts of fees, with Mr. Kelley.  
A few short revisions were suggested for the bottom of the first page, including an elaboration of 
recent accomplishments in Mt. Lebanon.  Kathy Hrabovsky will add references to the Green 
alternative sections on page 2, and welcomes additional input from others.  Brett Aristegui 
suggested following references from a letter posted to the lebogreen website.  The Board agreed 
to add the detailed descriptions of non-structural stormwater BMP’s with a few revisions.  A few 
minor revisions were suggested for the concluding paragraph.  Kathy Hrabovsky will revise the 
letter, as suggested, and circulate a copy for approval.  Elaine Cappucci will personally endorse 
the letter, and will circulate a copy to members of the School Board, hoping for their informal 
endorsement.  Formal School Board endorsement will cause too much of a delay.  Kathy 
Hrabovsky will circulate a copy to the Commissioners, hoping for the same informal 
endorsement.  All approving ESB members’ and governing officials’ names will be added to the 
letter.  The letter will be sent to Arletta Scott Williams, Executive Director – ALCOSAN.  Tom 
Hoffman, Clean Water Action, will be copied on the letter.  
 
Mt. Lebanon Park Rain Garden:  The rain garden is installed.  The Master Gardeners are so 
excited with the results that they would like to recruit additional Master Gardeners for the 
installation of future rain gardens throughout Mt. Lebanon.  Coordination with the Nature 
Conservancy was discussed.  Kathy Hrabovsky will reach out to Nature Conservancy Members 
for feedback on collaboration and recruitment of Master Gardeners.  Kathy Hrabovsky discussed 
the incorporation of additional Green infrastructure projects with Keith McGill as part of the 
Comprehensive Plan Open Forum.  These projects could be installed in conjunction with plans 
for a road diet, road resurfacing, curb reconstructions, etc.  Kathy Hrabovsky will circulate a list 
of ideas, so ESB members can contribute their priorities to the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Scout Recycling Information Program:  Andrew Baram reported on the progress of this very 
successful project.  The Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts have assumed various roles, such as training 
and canvassing neighborhoods, as they promote the recycling program.  They are now using 
maps to organize their efforts.  Three Saturday, canvassing dates are planned:  10/20, 10/27 & 
11/3.  The 10/27 date will also include the distribution of two-hundred, energy/water 



conservation “goodie-bags”, courtesy of Penn Future’s Black & Gold Goes Green Program.  
Please join Andrew Baram on any one of these days to lend a hand.  Brett Aristegui suggested 
adding a data collection component to the canvassing.  Andrew Baram will discuss the 
possibility with the volunteers to determine the feasibility of, and a method for, data collection.  
 
Lebo Green Website:  Brett Aristegui would like more submissions of photos, articles, and 
programs to include on the website.  Brett will add the link to the Climate Action Update survey 
whenever it is available.  Brett will add an appeal for funds to continue hosting the website.  
These funds will be due in early 2013 and are under $200.   
 
Grant Proposals:  Nothing to report at this time. 
 
New Business:  Nothing was discussed, though ESB members should consider attending the 
Municipality Boards & Authorities Dinner, Thursday, 11/1, Public Safety Building, 6pm 
cocktails, 6:45pm dinner.  Please RSVP to Ms. Cantine, 412-343-3400, or 
mcantine@mtlebanon.org .   
 
Adjournment: Brett Aristegui made a motion to adjourn the meeting, at 9:15pm.  The motion  
was seconded by Pam Scott and was unanimously approved.  The next meeting will be held on 
November 8, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Acting Chairperson, Kathy Hrabovsky 


