
Meeting Minutes 

April 12, 2012 
7:30 PM 

Conference Room D 
 

Mt Lebanon Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board 
 
Attendees: 

Brett Aristegui 
Steve Noorbakhsh 
Andrew Baram 
Robert Hedin 
Matt Hoover 
Kathleen A. Hrabovsky 
Pam Scott 
Kristen Linfante, Commission Liaison 
Elaine Cappucci, School Board Director Liaison 
Tom Kelley, Liaison Board & Public Works Director 
 

Others in 
Attendance:  

Joan E. Gibson 
Tybe Brett  
Dave Mazza 
Laura Willcox 
Abby Lattermore 
 

Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:35p.m. by Chairperson Hedin. 
 
Public Comment:  Tybe Brett suggested that the advisory board should recommend to the Mt 
Lebanon Commission to waive the $75 driveway building permit if permeable products are used 
in the construction of the driveway.  This would be an incentive and show support for the 
municipality’s storm water program.  Chairperson Hedin indicated that he would place the 
permit waiver item on May’s Environmental Sustainability Board’s agenda for consideration by 
the board.  Members of the board inquired as to how much income is generated annual from 
driveway permits.  This information will be provided at the May meeting. 
 
Introduction of New Members:  Chairperson Hedin introduced two new members of the 
Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board.  Andrew Baram was appointed by the school 
district to serve a three year term, and Steve Noorbakhsh was appointed by the commission to 
also serve at three year term.  Board members thanked Joan Gibson and Tybe Brett for their 
service as members of the Environmental Sustainability Board over the past three years. 
 
School Board Business:  Laura Willcox, an instructor at Mt. Lebanon High School, was in 
attendance at the meeting to discuss the idea of having a school representative on the 
Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board.  This would be a good way for students to be 



involved in government, and would work out well for senior who would have more time to 
devote to extracurricular activities.  Students played an important role in the Greenhouse Gas 
Inventory and Climate Action Plan.  Ms. Willcox indicated that she had a few students in mind 
and wanted to know what the Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board expected the 
students to do.  This could be similar to an independent study where the students would attend 
monthly meetings and could participate in events sponsored by the Environmental Sustainability 
Advisory Board.  Members of the Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board were asked to 
write a paragraph (for the next meeting) about projects that they would like students to 
participate in.  Tybe indicated that she will also have a need for students to help out with the 
environmental team. 
 
Recycling Program in School: The municipal battery drop off program was briefly discussed.  
Currently the municipality is collecting batteries at the municipal building and the recycling fee 
is subsidized by the municipality.  If the schools participate in their own in-school program, they 
will be required to pay a fee to the battery recycler.  Dave Mazza of the Pennsylvania Resources 
Council indicated that if the municipality is successful in obtaining a grant from the Department 
of Environmental Resources, a portion of the cost can be used to conduct recycling awareness 
programs in the schools.  He also mentioned that PRC conducts their own battery recycling 
program and that they are the only ones who accept alkaline batteries.  There is a fee for 
participating in PRC’s battery recycling operation.   
 
Commission Business:  Discussion of recycling awareness program – Dave Mazza, Executive 
Director of the Pennsylvania Resources Council, was invited to speak about recycling 
opportunities and specifically about the 902 Recycling Grant, as well as, the Technical 
Assistances Grants available from the Department of Environmental Resources.  The 
municipality’s residential recycling program has been steadily improving over the past three 
years; it has now reached a plateau.  An awareness program is needed to reemphasize the 
importance of residential of recycling and to reach out to the commercial sector to promote 
recycling activity.  Dave also talked about meeting the recycling needs of multi-family housing 
units.  Landlords in multi-family units (six or more units) are required to provide recycling for 
their residents, however; many residents of multi-family housing units have complained that 
recycling services are either not available or do not meet their needs.  Dave also talked about 
reaching out to school students through in classroom presentations, recycling competitions and 
environmental summer camps.  In May, Dave, Tom and Andrew Baram will be meeting with 
Sharon Svitec, Environmental Coordinator with the Department of Environmental Resources to 
discuss grant opportunities. 
 
Recycling Contract Update:  The municipality was awarded a $5,000 Technical Assistances 
Grant to explore the feasibility of initiating a pay as you throw component into its next single 
hauler contract.  Other methods to improve the rate of recycling will also be evaluated. 
 
Storm Water Fee Rebate Program:  Item was not discussed. 
 
Climate Action Update Project Proposal and ESB Recommendation:  Two proposals were 
received in respond to the municipality’s request for proposals to update the Greenhouse Gas 
Inventory and Climate Action Plan.  One proposal was received from SEEDS Ecological 
Education and the other from Kathleen A. Hrabovsky, an Environmental Sustainability Advisory 
Board member.  Both liaisons from the municipality and the school board indicated that if Kathy 



was selected, this would not be a violation of the ethics code.  They spoke with their respective 
solicitors who indicated that if Kathy’s proposal received a favorable recommendation from the 
Environmental Sustainability Advisory Board and the Commission voted to enter into the 
contract there would not be a violation of ethic even though Kathy participated in the preparation 
of the original grant application.  However, it would be much easier if Kathy would step down 
from the board if she was awarded the contract.  The Environmental Sustainability Advisory 
Board prepared a consensus review document which followed the selection criteria in the RFP 
and found SEEDS to have a higher ranked technical and team approach to the project and 
recommended that the contract be awarded to SEEDS.  Matt made a motion to approve the 
findings of the consensus document which was seconded by Steve and unanimously approved.  
Kathy was not in the room during the vote.   
 
Old Business:  ESB Award select 2012 winner – Rob Papke and Bob Smith were both 
nominated for the 2012 ESB Award.  Members of the board provided support statements for 
each nominee and a vote was held.  Bob Smith received six votes and Rob Papke received one.  
Bob Smith is selected to receive the 2012 ESB Award. 
 
Lebo Green Website:  Brett reported that the website is down and he is working with the web 
hosting service to make it again operational.  Joan and Brett will meet to discuss website issues.   
 
Sustainable Pittsburgh Luncheons:  Kathy has been attending the luncheons hosted by 
Sustainable Pittsburgh for sustainability managers.  The next meeting is scheduled for May 27th.  
These meeting are held all over Allegheny County making it difficult to attend.  Kathy indicated 
that she would continue to attend this meeting and report back to the group.   
 
Grant Proposals:  Nothing to report at this time. 
 
Sewer Upgrade Public Meeting:  Bob reported on a meeting that he attended at the Unitarian 
Church on April 4th, sponsored by Clean Water Action, a group promoting green infrastructure 
projects to address wet weather sanitary sewer overflows in ALCOSAN communities.  
ALCOSAN will be releasing their Sewer Shed Basin Feasibility Reports during the summer of 
2012 and most of the projects included in the feasibility report are for adding additional pipe 
capacity instead of looking for green solutions. 
 
Earth Day in Mt. Lebanon:  Beth Hedin provided an update on the planning for the April 28th 
Earth Day Celebration in the Main Park.  The event will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
all members are encouraged to attend and participate in Earth Day events. 
 
Pesticide Policy:  The policy statement recommended by the board will be passed on to the 
commission liaison and presented to the commission at a future meeting.  Matt made a motion to 
approve the policy which was seconded by Brett and unanimously approved. 
 
Process for Selecting Seventh ESB Member:  Kathy’s term is expiring and she intends to 
submit an application to continue as a member of the group.  Also Bob will be sending 
applications and resumes to all board members for their consideration and the applications will 
be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Other New Business:  None at this time. 



 
Adjournment:  Brett made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:05 p.m. which was seconded 
by Matt and unanimously approved.  The next meeting of the Environmental Sustainability 
Board will be held on May 10, 2012. 
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