
 

MINUTES OF THE ADJOURNED MEETING FEBRUARY 25, 2013 

OF THE MT. LEBANON COMMISSION 

 

The Commission of Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania, held an Adjourned Meeting at 8:00 P.M., on 

Monday, February 12, 2013, at the Municipal Building, 710 Washington Road.  President Kluck 

called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Manager Stephen 

Feller called the roll. Present were Commissioners John Bendel, Dave Brumfield, Kelly Fraasch, 

Kristen Linfante, and Matt Kluck. Also present were Assistant Manager Taylor, Recreation 

Director Donnellan, Public Works Director Kelley, Chief of Police McDonough, Fire Chief 

Sohyda, Planning Officer McGill, Inspections Officer Berkley, and Managing Editor Jantz. Also 

present were Phil Weis of the solicitor’s office and Matt Bagaley of the engineer’s office. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

Mark Kawecki of 929 Bridgewater Drive spoke in support of creating a place for dogs, but does 

not favor allowing dogs where children play. 

 

Cynthia Kelley of 118 Abington Drive spoke in support of permitting dogs to walk on a leash in 

Williamsburg Park.  

 

Debi Tongel of 154 Sleepy Hollow Road supported dogs being allowed to walk in Williamsburg 

Park on a leash. 

 

Mitch Torek of 905 Bridgewater Drive stated that he bought his home years ago because of its 

location to Williamsburg Park.  He added that he has never seen a dog running at large in the 

park, and he favors permitting dogs to walk in the park on a leash. 

 

Judy Caves of 212 Sleepy Hollow Road spoke in support of dogs being permitted to walk on a 

leash through Williamsburg Park.   

 

Mary Ann Carosi of 153 Sleepy Hollow Road spoke in support of dogs being allowed to walk in 

Williamsburg Park on a leash.  She stated that all parks should also permit this activity. 

 

Rick Tongel of 154 Sleepy Hollow Road spoke in favor of permitting dogs to walk in 

Williamsburg Park on a leash. 

 

Norman Case of 212 Sleepy Hollow Road stated that his house backs up to Williamsburg Park, 

and he supports dogs being permitted in the park on a leash. 

 

Jane Teta of 220 Valley Park Drive stated that she supports dogs in the parks as long as they are 

on a leash and their owners clean up after them. 

 

Dan Torchia of 149 Sleepy Hollow Road supported dogs on a leash in Williamsburg Park. 

 

Clint Kelley of 118 Abington Drive supported dogs on a leash in Williamsburg Park.   

 

Valda Kawecki of 929 Bridgewater Drive spoke against dogs in Williamsburg Park, stating that 

she had concerns with dogs and kids being in the same area. 
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Mr. Feller read the code regarding dogs in parks. 

 

REPORT BY JUNIOR COMMISSIONER MARK KLEMENCIC 

 

Junior Commissioner Mark Klemencic was not able to attend the meeting. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES FROM 

THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 12, 2013  

 

Ms. Fraasch moved and Ms. Linfante seconded to approve the minutes.  The vote was called. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE 

(BILL NO. 2-13) REGULATING SKATEBOARDS 

 

Mr. Brumfield said this ordinance would delete the following provisions from the Mt. Lebanon 

Code: 

 

 “No person shall ride a skateboard, coaster, skates, or similar device upon any street.” 

 “No person shall ride a motorized scooter upon any sidewalk in the municipality.” 

 

The ordinance was introduced February 12, 2013. 

 

Mr. Kluck declared the public hearing opened. 

 

There were no citizen comments. 

 

Mr. Kluck declared the public hearing closed. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 3-13)  

ESTABLISHING A RESIDENTIAL RENTAL  

PROPERTY REGISTRATION AND INSPECTION PROGRAM 

 

Ms. Fraasch said the proposed ordinance requires regular maintenance of residential rental 

properties in order to protect the health, safety and welfare of Mt. Lebanon residents.  The 

ordinance was introduced February 12, 2013. 

 

Mr. Kluck declared the public hearing opened. 

 

Mr. Berkley discussed the major provisions in the ordinance.  He stated that single-family units 

used as rental property were not affected by this ordinance.   

 

Bill Lewis of 816 Ridgeview Drive supported the ordinance, but he had several questions and 

concerns. 
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Scott Deaktor of Pttsburgh stated that he owns 150 units in Mt. Lebanon. He said that the City of 

Pittsburgh attempted to establish a similar ordinance, and it failed.  He spoke against the 

ordinance, stating that he didn’t believe the municipality would be able to keep up with the 

constant changing of tenants.  Additionally, he stated that tenants do not want their personal 

information disclosed to the local government. 

 

Bruce Barcic of 4639 Rolling Hills Road stated that he owns 120 units in Mt. Lebanon, and it 

will cost him over $7,000 if this ordinance is enacted.  He stated that if the municipality is aware 

of buildings that are in violation of the code, then Mt. Lebanon should concentrate on targeting 

those buildings and leave the landlords who take care of their property alone.   

 

Mr. Bendel stated that this ordinance is being proposed as a result of input received from a report 

done by the fire department which indicates that out of 114 incidents over the past 13 years 

involving apartment units, 73% of the units had internal code violations.  Over the past five 

years, 40% of these units did not have smoke detectors.  

 

Saverio Strati of 489 Willow Drive spoke against the proposed ordinance, stating that the state 

already covers what the municipality is attempting to do.  He added that this ordinance will be 

very costly for landlords. 

 

Ms. Linfante stated that the fire chief brought this matter to the commission with concerns 

regarding the health and safety of the community.   

 

Raymond Perr of 456 Thornycroft Drive spoke against the proposed ordinance.   

 

Ben Serratore of 99 Standish Boulevard stated that he owns a co-op on Washington Road, which 

he rents to family members.  According to the ordinance, he stated that he’d have to pay the fee 

each year for his family members to continue living in the unit. He is against the proposed 

ordinance.   

 

Frank Palermo of 1185 Satellite Circle spoke against the proposed ordinance.   

 

Steve Dunbar of 400 Cochran Road spoke against the proposed ordinance.   

 

David Pirain of Pittsburgh believed the proposed ordinance was discriminatory and an undue 

hardship.  He also said that this ordinance is an invasion of the tenant’s privacy.  He did not 

believe the inspectors would be able to keep up with the tenant turnover. 

 

Kelly Pratt of 10 Purchase Place spoke against the proposed ordinance, stating that it’s 

discriminatory, and the fees are too high. 

 

Casey Steiner of 121 Edgewood Avenue stated that his family owns 100 rental units in Mt. 

Lebanon.  He is only aware of one incident involving a fire, which resulted from a candle falling.  

He stated that the proposed ordinance was discriminatory against renters.  He also did not believe 

the inspectors would be able to keep up with the amount of tenants moving in and out.  He stated 

that a workable solution would be to have an inspector come in every five years and inspect the 

entire establishment and charge the landlord a flat fee. 
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Christian Stein of 1035 Boyce Road stated that he owns 132 rental units in Mt. Lebanon, and he 

was against the proposed ordinance. 

 

Bob Egeland of 115 Locust Lane stated that he’s owned six duplexes for 30 years with no issues.  

He stated that this ordinance violates the Pennsylvania landlord/tenant act, which insures the 

tenant’s privacy.  Additionally, he stated that the guidelines already exist with state and county 

laws.   

 

Katie Orient of 200 May Avenue inquired about the process for enacting the ordinance. 

 

Chief Sohyda stated that the fire department inspects apartment building common areas, nursing 

homes, schools, etc., each year, but they do not inspect the interior of the apartment units.   

 

Casey Steiner stated that there are costs involved with employees needing to be available every 

time there is an inspection. 

 

David Pirain inquired about the next steps in the review of this mater. 

 

Because there were no further comments, Mr. Kluck declared the public hearing closed. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE  

(BILL NO. 4-13) ESTABLISHING A PARKING FACILITIES ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Ms. Linfante said on July 25, 2011, the Commission announced its intention to create a new ad 

hoc advisory committee.  The current members were appointed to terms ending March 1, 2013.  

The Commission now desires to make this a permanent advisory board. 

 

Ms. Linfante moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to enact Ordinance (Bill No. 4-13) by special 

procedure.  Mr. Feller called the roll. Mr. Bendel, Mr. Brumfield, Ms. Fraasch, Ms. Linfante and 

Mr. Kluck voted in favor of the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 5-13) 

CLARIFYING THE INTENT OF 

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SPORTS ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Mr. Bendel said this item would add two words to a sentence in Ordinance No. 3222, enacted 

November 26, 2012, establishing a Sports Advisory Board.  The additional word is underlined 

and in bold below: 

 

§133.2 Membership and Term.  The Sports Advisory Board shall consist of such members as are 

appointed by the Commission from time to time, each appointed for a three (3) year term.  The 

term of the initial members shall be set by the Commission so as to be staggered in order to 

expire evenly.  There shall be up to thirteen (13) voting members of the Board that will consist 

of:  (i) eleven (11) members chosen from any sports organization recognized by the Commission 

and/or the Parks Board; and (ii) two (2) at large positions.  The Municipality and School District 

will also be able to provide a liaison and staff members, all of whom shall be nonvoting 

members.  Any Parks Board representative shall be nonvoting. 
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Mr. Bendel moved and Mr. Brumfield seconded to enact Ordinance (Bill No. 5-13) by special 

procedure.  Mr. Feller called the roll.  Mr. Bendel, Mr. Brumfield, Ms. Fraasch, Ms. Linfante and 

Mr. Kluck voted in favor of the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

REQUEST TO ACCEPT A RECYCLING GRANT FROM  

THE COMMONWEALTH DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL  

PROTECTION (DEP) AND EXECUTE A GRANT AGREEMENT TO ACCEPT $31,500 

 

Mr. Brumfield said the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has 

approved an Act 101, Section 902 Recycling Grant Application submitted in July of 2012, and is 

prepared to award the Municipality a grant of $31,500. The grant funds, and a local match of 

$3,500 will be used to conduct a recycling education program focusing on multi-family, 

commercial and institutional sectors of the community.    

 

Mr. Brumfield moved and Mr. Bendel seconded to accept a grant award of $31,500 and 

authorize the proper municipal officials to execute a Grant Agreement with the Department of 

Environmental Protection.  The vote was called.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTMENTS 

TO THE PARKING FACILITIES ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Ms. Linfante moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to make the following appointments: 

 

Name Address Term Ending 

Micki Gatto 403 Kingsberry Circle March 31, 2014 

David Egler 121 Poplar Drive March 31, 2015 

Steven Silverman 154 James Place March 31, 2015 

Alan Kraemer 314 Jefferson Drive March 31, 2016 

Bill Lewis 816 Ridgeview Drive March 31, 2016 

 

The vote was called.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF AN APPOINTMENT TO THE SPORTS ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Mr. Bendel said that on February 12, 2013, the Commission appointed 13 members to the 

recently created Sports Advisory Board.  The appointee from the Mt. Lebanon Hockey 

Association cannot serve because he resides in another community.  Section 125 of the 

Administrative Code requires that “members of any board or authority shall be residents of the 

Municipality.”  Tonight’s action will appoint the alternate nominee of the Hockey Association to 

replace the initial appointee. 

 

Mr. Bendel moved and Mr. Brumfield seconded to appoint Dave Klasnick of 1021 Martin 

Avenue to fill an unexpired term ending March 31, 2014.  The vote was called.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 
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CONSIDERATION FOR THE AWARD OF THE 

BRICK PAVEMENT RESTORATION PROGRAM 

 

Ms. Fraasch said bids were received on February 20, 2013.   

 

The Municipal Engineer has verified the bids as follows: 

 

  Next Construction, Inc. $46,000.00 

  Cilenti Construction Co., Inc. $48,922.50 

  

The low bidder has completed similar work for the Municipality in the past as Magnolia 

Construction, and the Municipal Engineer recommends the award. The budgeted amount for this 

contract is $51,410.  

 

Ms. Fraasch moved and Ms. Linfante seconded to award the 2013 Brick Pavement Restoration 

contract to Next Construction, Inc. in the amount of $46,000.  The vote was called.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE AWARD FOR  

THE SIDEWALK ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 

 

Mr. Brumfield said bids were received on February 20, 2013. This contract consists of the 

removal and replacement of concrete sidewalk throughout the Municipality.  

 

The Municipal Engineer has verified the bids as follows:  

G. Pasquale & Sons Construction  $77,090   

 

The low bidder has completed this work in the past for the Municipality in a satisfactory manner 

and the municipal engineer recommends the award.  

 

The budgeted amount for this contract was $85,000.  

 

Mr. Brumfield moved and Mr. Bendel seconded to award the Sidewalk Assessment Program 

contract to G. Pasquale and Sons Construction in the amount of $77,090.  The vote was called.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION FOR THE AWARD FOR THE  

RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM FOR ROOT-DAMAGED SIDEWALKS 

 

Ms. Linfante said bids were received on February 20, 2013. This contract consists of the removal 

and replacement of concrete sidewalk damaged by tree roots throughout the Municipality. 

 

The Municipal Engineer has verified the bid as follows: 

  

G. Pasquale and Sons Construction $63,950 
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The low bidder has completed this work in the past for the Municipality in a satisfactory manner, 

and the municipal engineer recommends the award. The budgeted amount for this contract is 

$68,850. The quantities will be revised in the field to meet the budget. 

 

Ms. Linfante moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to award the Root-Damaged Sidewalk contract to 

G. Pasquale and Sons Construction in the amount of $63,950.  The vote was called.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION FOR THE AWARD 

OF THE CURB RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

 

Mr. Bendel said bids were received on February 20, 2013.   

 

The Municipal Engineer has verified the bids as follows: 

 

G. Pasquale & Sons Construction   $46,490 

Joseph Palmieri Construction, Inc. $49,000 

Cilenti Construction Co. $89,304 

  

The low bidder has completed concrete work in the past for the Municipality in a satisfactory 

manner and the Municipal Engineer recommends the award. The budgeted amount for this 

contract is $52,000.  

 

Mr. Bendel moved and Mr. Brumfield seconded to award the Curb Reconstruction contract to G. 

Pasquale & Sons Construction in the amount of $46,490.  The vote was called.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION FOR THE AWARD OF A  

CRACK SEALING AND UTILITY PATCH CONTRACT 
 

Mr. Brumfield said bids were received on February 20, 2013.   

This project includes the crack sealing of various streets and utility patch milling/overlays 

throughout the Municipality. The crack sealing program includes approximately 23,000 L.F. of 

sealing and the utility patch program will be used to restore streets where sewer repairs were 

completed and will be paid from the sanitary sewer fund. 

 

The Municipal Engineer has verified the bid as follows: 

 

Bidder Crack Sealing Utility Patches 

 

Total 

A. Folino Construction $25,290.00 $28,968.75 $54,258.75 

Peter J. Caruso & Sons $25,489.00 $39,306.25 $64,795.25 

 

The low bidder has previously completed other projects for Mt. Lebanon in a satisfactory manner 

and the Municipal Engineer recommends the award. 
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The Engineer’s estimate for crack sealing was $23,630 and utility patches were estimated at 

$30,000. The quantity of crack sealing will be reduced to meet the budget requirement.  

 

Mr. Brumfield moved and Mr. Bendel seconded to award the 2013 Crack Sealing and Utility 

Patch Contract to A. Folino Construction in the total amount of $54,258.75.  The vote was 

called.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE EXPENDITURE 

 LIST FOR JANUARY  TOTALING $5,406,682.23. 

 

Ms. Fraasch moved and Ms. Linfante seconded to approve the expenditure list for January 

totaling $5,406,682.23.  The vote was called.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

 

Ms. Linfante asked that the reports be received and filed. 

 

MANAGER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mr. Feller said that prior to tonight’s meeting, the Commission met in executive session to 

discuss labor issues with the labor attorney and property issues and other legal issues with the 

solicitor. The commission will conduct a goal-setting retreat on Tuesday, February 26, at 1 p.m. 

at the public safety center. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 

8 p.m. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:25 p.m. 


