
 

MINUTES OF THE ADJOURNED MEETING APRIL 23, 2012 

OF THE MT. LEBANON COMMISSION 

 

The Commission of Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania, held an Adjourned Meeting at 8:00 P.M., on 

Monday, April 23, 2012, at the Municipal Building, 710 Washington Road.  President Brumfield 

called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Manager Stephen M. 

Feller called the roll. Present were Commissioners Kelly Fraasch, Matt Kluck, and Dave 

Brumfield.  Commissioner John Bendel participated via the telephone.  Commissioner Kristen 

Linfante was not present.  Also present were Manager Feller, Assistant Manager Taylor, Chief of 

Police McDonough, Fire Chief Sohyda, Public Works Director Kelley, Recreation Director 

Donnellan, Planning Officer McGill, Inspections Officer Berkley, and Business Districts Officer 

Milliron.  Also present were Phil Weis of the solicitor’s office and Dan Deiseroth of the 

engineer’s office. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

Commissioner Fraasch commended everyone who participated in finding a missing resident over 

the weekend, including Elaine Gillen and Charlotte Stevenson.   

 

Elaine Gillen of 735 Vallevista Avenue stated that several years ago, Mt. Lebanon had an Adopt 

a Park program.  She suggested that the sports’ organizations adopt a field.  She also spoke about 

the Capital Improvement Program. 

 

Charlotte Stevenson of 110 Crescent Drive expressed the opinion that the municipality should be 

more creative and fiscally responsible.  She is opposed to the municipality issuing additional 

debt. 

 

Dave Egler of 121 Poplar Drive commended the municipality on the new website.  He also spoke 

about the importance of the Lebo Alert system. 

 

David Huston of 505 Sleepy Hollow Road asked for a roll call vote for every item on the agenda 

since Mr. Bendel was attending the meeting via the telephone.  Mr. Brumfield said he would ask 

for a roll call vote if there was not a unanimous vote on an item.   

 

Dave Franklin of 739 Pinetree Road spoke about the recreation meeting held on April 19, 2012.  

He noted that if Mt. Lebanon wants to stay competitive, then the facilities must be maintained.    

He added that the youth sports associations raised funds to help maintain the fields, concession 

stand, etc.  The associations are doing their part, and they will gladly do more to promote and 

keep adequate recreation facilities.  Mr. Brumfield thanked Mr. Franklin for his role in the youth 

sports association.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minutes of the April 23, 2012 Adjourned Meeting 

of the Mt. Lebanon Commission            Page 2  

 

REPORT BY JUNIOR COMMISSIONER BILL POSTUFKA 

 

Bill Postufka spoke about Earth Day, stating that Mt. Lebanon and Upper St. Clair high schools 

competed in a recycling competition.  He stated that on Friday certain students observed the 

annual day of silence to honor those who are bullied and face violence.  Also on Friday, Mt. 

Lebanon students raised awareness regarding the many diseases that occur in countries like 

Kenya and the Philippines from children not having shoes to wear. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES FROM  

THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 10, 2012  

 

Ms. Fraasch moved and Mr. Kluck seconded to approve the minutes.  The vote was called.  The 

motion passed with four votes.      

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 04-12) MT. LEBANON, 

PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING CHAPTER XX (ZONING) OF  

THE MT. LEBANON CODE, PART 8, SECTION 823.5 (AUTHORIZED SIGNS) 

 

Ms. Fraasch said this Ordinance adds a new Section 823.5.3.10 to permit and regulate Internal 

Signs in the R-1, R-2 and OS-A Zoning Districts.  The Ordinance: adds a definition for Internal 

Signs, setback and spacing requirements; regulates size and height; regulates illumination; and 

adds maintenance requirements. On March 27, 2012, the Planning Board voted against 

recommending the proposed ordinance. 

 

Mr. Brumfield declared the public hearing opened. 

 

Keith McGill read a letter from the planning board recommending against approval of the 

proposed ordinance.   

 

Bill Pope of 722 Shady Lane, chair of the planning board, commended the commission for 

attempting to raise revenue without raising taxes.  He stated that 10-foot fencing is not permitted 

on private property; therefore, he does not believe that it should be permitted on public property.   

 

Mr. Kluck stated that he attended the planning board meeting when the board voted not to 

recommend this amendment.  Commissioner Kluck agrees with the board’s decision.   

 

Mr. Brumfield asked if the content of signs or type of establishments was the reason for the 

planning board’s decision.  Mr. Pope stated both issues were a concern. 

 

Mark Kozar of 410 Avon Avenue supported the proposed ordinance stating that it was a means 

to assist in raising funds for maintenance of the fields. 

 

Bill Lewis of 816 Ridgeview Drive stated there are too many unknowns regarding this 

ordinance.  He supported the planning board’s conclusion, stating that the ordinance is too open- 

ended.   
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Mr. Brumfield said this proposed ordinance is a tool for the municipality to use in working with 

the sports associations to raise revenue.  At this point, no determination had been made as to who 

would be responsible for overseeing the sale of the signs if the ordinance passes.    

 

Dave Franklin of 739 Pinetree Road stated that he is an attorney who works with naming rights 

of facilities throughout the country.  He said that Mt. Lebanon needs to pass this ordinance to 

help raise revenue.  He said that he was involved in getting corporate sponsors for the miracle 

field in Upper St. Clair, where handicapped children are able to participate in sports on a 

synthetic field.  He stated that several organizations donated $50,000 each, and the company’s 

name was placed on a plaque at the field.  He believed that Mt. Lebanon would benefit from this 

ordinance and urged the commissioners to vote for it. 

 

Because there were no further comments, Mr. Brumfield declared the public hearing closed. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING CAPITAL  

INVESTMENTS AND USE OF UNASSIGNED FUND BALANCE 

 

Ms. Fraasch said in December 2011, the Commission passed Ordinance (Bill No. 30-11) that 

established a framework for handling unassigned fund balance and Ordinance (Bill No. 29-11) 

requiring the Municipal Manager to schedule a capital investment hearing after the financial 

statements are completed. The 2011 year-end financial statements show that there is 

approximately $1.3 million of funds in excess of the 10% threshold level.  The purpose of the 

public hearing is for the Commission to debate the use of the funds in excess of this threshold. 

 

Mr. Brumfield declared the public hearing opened. 

 

Bill Lewis of 816 Ridgeview Drive referenced a memo from Steve Feller dated April 5, 2012, 

regarding potential capital improvement projects. He asked that $300,000 be set aside for the 

pension fund. He supported the parks advisory board’s request for $159,000 in itemized 

activities, the expenditure of funds for a stump grinder for $42,000, repairs to the tennis center 

sidewalk and steps, the purchase of a fairway mower for $52,500, and acquisition of property 

along Pennsylvania Boulevard.  He also indicated that Indoor Tennis would contribute $10,000 

for the new sidewalk and steps. 

 

Dave Franklin of 739 Pinetree Road spoke about the parks advisory board’s recommendation 

regarding maintenance and repairs of the parks, and following through with the parks master 

plan improvements for Brafferton/Sunset Hills. 

 

Dave Egler of 121 Poplar Drive supported funding for fields and also acquiring property on 

Pennsylvania Boulevard.  He also spoke about funding the pension fund. 

 

Because there were no further comments, Mr. Brumfield declared the public hearing closed. 
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INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE (BILL NO. 7-12) AMENDING  

THE GENERAL PENALTY PROVISION OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 

 

Mr. Kluck said the proposed ordinance would increase the maximum penalty for general code 

violations from $300 to $1,000 for violation of a building, housing, property maintenance, 

health, fire or public safety code or ordinance and for water, air noise pollution violations, and 

not exceeding six hundred dollars ($600) for a violation of any other ordinance for each offense. 

 

Ordinance (Bill No. 7-12) was introduced. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-7-12 

AMENDING THE GENERAL EMPLOYEES’ PENSION PLAN 

 

Mr. Kluck said this resolution amends the Plan to provide for a special combined service benefit 

for a participant who participates in two or more retirement plans sponsored by the municipality, 

one which must be seven or less years in the General Plan. 

 

Mr. Kluck moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to adopt Resolution No. R-7-12.  The vote was 

called.  The motion passed with four votes. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION NO. R-8-12  

AMENDING THE GENERAL EMPLOYEES’ PENSION PLAN 

 

Ms. Fraasch said this resolution incorporates into the General Employee’s Pension Plan the 

recently negotiated changes in the pension benefit for employees hired after 1/1/2012.  This 

change is being extended to all non-contract employees. 

 

Ms. Fraasch moved and Mr. Kluck seconded to adopt Resolution No. R-8-12 amending the 

general employees pension plan.  The vote was called.  The motion passed with four votes. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE STREET MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 

 

Mr. Kluck said bids were received on April 23, 2012 for street maintenance. The major bid items 

include the milling of existing materials, leveling with one-inch thick bituminous pavement, 

paving fabric, 1-1/2” thick minimum bituminous overlay and bituminous binder.   

 

The Municipal Engineer has verified the bids as follows: 

 

T. A. Robinson Asphalt Paving $276,657.50 

El Grande Industries, Inc.  $282,818.75 

Michael Facchiano Contracting $296,950.00 

A. Folino Construction, Inc.  $309,932.50 

Morgan Excavating   $318,227.00 
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The contractor has previous experience with similar projects and the Municipal Engineer 

recommends that the project be awarded to the low bidder.  The budgeted amount was $254,100 

and the contract allows for up to a 10% adjustment in quantities which will be done to meet the 

budget.  

 

Mr. Kluck moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to award the street maintenance contract to T. A. 

Robinson Asphalt Paving.  The vote was called.  The motion passed with four votes. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF A SETTLEMENT AND AGREEMENT OF  

WAIVER WITH IHP/BOWER HILL,LLC D/B/A BOWER HILL III APARTMENTS 

 

Mr. Kluck said Bower Hill Apartments and Mt. Lebanon have a dispute concerning the validity 

of the stormwater ordinance and charges assessed against the property.  The parties have 

tentatively agreed to resolve the dispute under the terms of an agreement that has not yet been 

fully executed. 

 

Mr. Kluck moved and Ms. Fraasch seconded to authorize the proper municipal officials to 

execute the agreement subject to a final review and approval of the language by the Municipal 

Solicitor and Manager.  The vote was called.  Mr. Bendel abstained from voting due to his 

absence at executive session where the item was discussed.  The motion passed with three votes. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE EXPENDITURE 

LIST FOR MARCH TOTALING $3,055,007.58 
 

Ms. Fraasch moved and Mr. Kluck seconded to authorize the expenditure list for March totaling 

$3,055,007.58.  The vote was called.  The motion passed with four votes. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

 

Mr. Kluck asked that the reports be received and filed. 
 

MANAGER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mr. Feller said that prior to tonight’s meeting, the Commission met in executive session to 

discuss the proposed stormwater appeal settlement matter with the solicitor.  The next regular 

meeting will be held Tuesday, May 8, 2012, at 8 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:27 p.m. 

 

 


